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NORTH CLAINES PARISH COUNCIL (NCPC)

MINUTES OF THE MEETING HELD AT

FERNHILL HEATH BAPTIST CHURCH

On Monday September 3rd  2018 at 7.30 pm 

PRESENT:			 Cllr M Farmer (MF)	
			 	 Cllr M Drinkwater (MD)
				 Cllr P Philips (PP)
				 Cllr B Hollis (BH)
				 Cllr J Carter (JC)
				 Cllr T Butler (TB)
				 Cty Cllr A Miller 
				 Dst Cllr L Duffy
							 	
1. To receive apologies for absence and to approve reasons for absence.
	Cllr A McManus (AMM) Cllr T Widdows (TW) sent their apologies.

2. Declarations of Interest  
a) Register of interests; Councillors are reminded of the need to update their register of interests.
b) To declare any other Disclosable Pecuniary Interests in items on the agenda and their nature.
c) To declare any Other Disclosable Interests in items on the agenda and their nature.
d) Written requests for the council to grant a dispensation (S33 of the Localism Act 2011) are to be with the clerk at least four clear days prior to a meeting. 
Councillors who have declared an interest must leave the room for the relevant items as per the code of conduct and the North Claines Parish Council standing orders.
Failure to register or declare a Disclosable Pecuniary Interest may be a criminal offence.
There were no declarations of interest received from the Councillors present.

3. To consider the approval of the minutes from the Parish Council Meeting that was held on Monday 3rd September 2018.
	The minutes were approved and signed as an accurate record of the meeting.

4. Progress reports from the previous minutes and any matters arising for information	
5. The Brum 
	Opportunity for Councillors to raise matters with regard to the Brum and
	report on actions from the previous minutes.
5.1	There was an inspection of the Parish by MF, ND and Topcut and the following suggestions were made to the Parish Council.
	Signs on the Brum
	Cllr MF should like the Council to consider reducing the number of signs on the Brum recreation ground and will bring suggested wording to the meeting.
	It was agreed that the signs on the Brum should be as follows;
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North Claines Parish Council
Welcome to THE BRUM
Dogs not allowed into playground area.
(Dog picture)
Please use the litter and dog bins provided 
Please respect this area allowing everyone to enjoy it.
To report damage or accidents contact North Claines Parish Council:
Tel: 01905 770226
clerk@northclainesparishcouncil.gov.uk

	This should be displayed at both entrances to the Recreation Ground.
	There should also be an additional sign to say “Keep clear – access for emergency vehicles”
	Surfacing on the Playground
	It was noted that there was a suggestion for some new surfacing at the Recreation Ground – Clerk is to obtain a quote.
	Railings on the Brum
	It was agreed that a quote should be sought from Top Cut re the planting of a hedge along the A38 perimeter of the Recreation Ground to blend the fencing and reduce the institutional feel of the area.
	Benches on the Brum
	It was agreed that ten new benches should be purchased for the Brum recreation ground, and the bins should be replaced immediately with ground type of bins – not post mounted.  It was noted that there could be available for a project of improvements to the Brum and the Clerk will look into this possibility prior to the purchase of benches.
	Robin space open area
	It was agreed that the hedges around this open space should be cut to a uniform level of around 6ft and that 2 benches should also be installed at this location.

6	Highways, Footpaths and Lighting. 
6.1	Update on any highways actions from or since the last meeting.
	Grit Bins;
	AMM noted that he will arrange for a new grit bin to be provided outside Windmill Cottages.
	It was agreed to repair the fence at Danes Green and AMM noted that Severn Trent had caused the damage.
	It was noted that the Memorial Club was in need of a grit bin in their car park and the Council suggested that the Club should approach Highways direct with their request.
	Traffic lights on Hurst Lane; It was noted that there was ongoing unhappiness with the proposed 3 way lights at the Hurst Lane Junction with the A38.  The decision for these was taken when the Worcestershire Plan was agreed.  County Cllr AM noted that notice will be given to the householders affected before the work is to be done.
	Lights reported
	Number 1 Oak apple Close out – opposite no 6.
	Light no 35 in Okeys Lane – still awaiting Western Power to visit.
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	Bridge over station Road
	Reported to network rail 180910-000342.  The Clerk noted that Network Rail had been contacted with regard to the bridge over Station Road and received assurances that the bridge would be examined in due course.
	Cty Cllr noted that he had also written to Network Rail to the effect that he had noted that he would close the bridge if the matter was not resolved.	
	Pathway from Sling Lane to the Memorial Club
	The Parish Council has submitted this modification order to Worcestershire County 	Council for their inspection and decision.
6.2	Opportunity for Councillors to raise any matters with regard to highways, footpaths or lighting.
	Drains around the Parish
	It was noted again that the drains around the parish were blocked and had weeds growing out of them.  County Councillor AM noted that he had spoken to Highways about this issue and that the road-sweeping machine was not working correctly.
	
7. 	Correspondence for information only. 
	WCC – Members update
	Countryside Voice magazine
	South Worcestershire Development Plan Review 
	Calc updates for August and September.
	Poster from royal mail re scam mail
	Poster from Police re knife surrender
	Glasdon catalogues
	Clerks and Councils direct magazine
	Letter re 106 contributions from H Peachey
	Wychavon District Council – Chairman’s room – community recognition award
	Order acceptance from ABACUS for work on the wet pour surface in the playground
	
8	Planning
8.1	Neighbourhood Plan Committee 
8.1.1	12 month review of the neighbourhood plan had been received from Peter Hamilton planning and it was agreed to send this document to the head of planning at Wychavon to ask why the planners did not refer to the neighbourhood plan.
	It was also agreed to include with each comment on planning a standard paragraph to draw the attention to the neighbourhood plan as follows;
	North Claines Parish Council prepared the North Claines Neighbourhood Plan which 	was adopted by Wychavon District Council in April 2017. It is therefore part of the 	statutory development plan for the Parish and proposals within the Neighbourhood 	Plan Area should be in accordance 	with relevant policies with the NCNP. Therefore 	the Local Planning Authority must take the NCNP into consideration in determining 	this application.	
8.1.2	Station Road Report from Peter Hamilton with regard to Station Road Outline development as submitted.
	It was noted that this was a well put together and thorough review of the outline application and had been submitted to Wychavon and also to Martin Hussingtree and Salwarpe Parish Council for their information.
8.2	Planning applications for decision 	
	18/01946
	Firs Farm 
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	Lyftors Lodge
	Ombersley Road
	Worcester
	WR3 7RH
	Demolition of Barn and Stables.  Construction of detached bungalow with first floor accommodation and detached garage as approved under W/15/02907 but without compliance of condition 11 to allow amended plans.
	The Parish Council felt unable to comment on this application without further information and should like clarification on the application prior to commenting. The Clerk is to contact the relevant officer.

8.3	Planning application decisions by Wychavon.
8.3.1	Approval;
	18/01563/HP – 101 Station Road.  Double garage and annex

9	Report from District and County Councillor.
9.1	Report from A Miller
· The County Council is in financial difficulties due to children’s services and older people services and an increase in tax of 5% was anticipated.
· OFSTED had reported that the County Council services were inadequate and more people had been employed to remedy the situation.
· WCC is looking to increase the Parish Lengthsman scheme by widening the duties of the lengthsman.
9.2	Report from L Duffy
· Wychavon was starting the budget process and there would be no cuts to services.
· Extra items would be collected in the refuse collection service.

10.	Newsletter and website
10.1	Update on the newsletter. 
	The newsletter events magazine would be distributed with the next month and a 	Parish Focus magazine would be distributed by Christmas and there would be 1 page 	of adverts included. 
	All items for inclusion to be sent to Meg Farmer.
10.2	Update on the website.
	The new website is still in progress.
	
11 	Finance.
11.1	Invoices for consideration and payment at the Council meeting were agreed as the 	attached list- D.
11.2	Monies received. 
	Wychavon – Community Infrastructure levy			£6840
	Worcestershire County Council – Interest on account 21	£95.40
	Wychavon – Grant and precept 2/18-19				£45,925
11.3	Finance meeting.
	The finance committee (MD,BH and MF) met on Thursday 20th to examine the 	finances of NCPC over the period from April to June 2018 inclusive. They 	found the 	finances in order and agreed to meet in October to examine the 	finances from July 	to September 2018 inclusive.
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11.4	Monies available to the Council.
	-Section 106 monies.  There is £519.14 available for the Parish Council to use 	on 	public open spaces.
	-New Homes Bonus.  There is £32,853 available for the Parish Council to use 	on 	successful projects upon applying to Wychavon.
	- North Claines Community Charity. There is £33,470.69 available for the 	Parish 	Council to use subject to qualifying criteria.
11.5	The external audit by PKF – Littlejohn is complete and deemed to be in order.
	

12	Parish Maintenance 
12.1	The Parish walk went ahead on Thursday 27th September and MF and MD	reported 	back to the Parish Council accordingly with their suggestions for 	improvement on 	the Brum and other open spaces as minuted above.
12.2	Are there any parish maintenance requests to consider?
	It was noted that there were two dead trees by Rosebank – Fernhill Heath Nursing 	Home.
	
13	Co-option
13.1	There are still 2 more spaces available for co-option to North Claines Parish 	Council.
	
14	Councillors items for consideration.
	
15	Dates of the next Parish Council meetings.	
	November 5th and December 3rd 2018


Abbreviations
	AM – County and District Cllr A Miller
	AMM -	Cllr A McManus 
	BH – Bob Hollis
	Cllr – Councillor
	JC – Cllr John Carter
	LD - County and District Cllr L Duffy 
	MD - Cllr Margaret Drinkwater			
	MF - Cllr Meg Farmer
	NCPC – North Claines Parish Council
NPC – Neighbourhood planning committee
	PP - 	Cllr P Philips 
	WCC – Worcestershire County Council
	WDC – Wychavon District Council
	FOTB – Fun on the Brum


Public Question Time
A member of the public noted that the website was not working and the Clerk said that a new website was in production.
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