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The Minutes of  Saleway Parish Council

Held at Himbleton Parish Hall

On November 23rd 2016, at 7:30pm

Present : Cllrs Mr S Rendle (Chair), Mr J Boaz (Vice-Chair), Mr P Clamp, Mr R Keel, Mrs E Barlow, Mr J. Townsend
In Attendance : Clerk, District Cllr Mrs M Rowley, County Cllr Mr A Miller, Parish Lengthsman, Candidate for Oddingley – Mrs S. Rotheroe and 2 members of the public.
1. Apologies/Non Attendance:  none
2. Declarations of Interest : Register of Interests: Councillors were reminded of the need to update their register of interests – none were recorded.
3. Oddingley Casual Vacancy – (actioned later in the meeting when candidate had arrived). Chair welcomed Shelagh Rotheroe to the meeting. Clerk distributed Shelagh’s Application. A show of hands was unanimously in favour. Declaration of Office duly signed. Register of Interests form given to Cllr Rotheroe be returned to Clerk.
4. Minutes of last meeting held on September 28th 2016, were approved by all and signed as an accurate representation of the meeting.
5. Progress Reports 

a. Proposed dates for 2017 Meetings – Clerk issued a schedule of meetings. Agreed by all.
b. Training Feedback – Cllr Barlow & Clerk reported on the training recently attended. Cllr Barlow advised that the Code of Conduct should be re-issued to remind Councillors of their role – Chairman asked Clerk to action. Cllr Barlow also stated that finding ways to engage with the public should be explored, for example through a new website etc. Clerk advised that Transparency Code funding could assist with this.
c. Notice Boards – Cllr Miller reported that unfortunately the relevant team at Long Lartin Prison is not currently operational. However, Cllr Miller advised that it would be possible for him to arrange for 2no. boards to be supplied to the Council by other means. Action: Cllr Miller to email photo’s/brochure of styles of boards available.
d. Village Hall Sign – Cllr Miller asked for the exact location to be given for the Village Hall directional sign. Action: Clerk to check and advise.

e. Parking at School – Cllr Miller advised that Alex Clark-Ellison from Highways Liaison is looking at this, he is due to visit again at a “busy” time. Chair reported that he has met with the Chairman of the Governors of the school, the subject will be raised with the Governing Body. Cllr Boaz queried whether the Cricket Club are in agreement with school staff parking at the Cricket Club during each school day. Action – Cllr Miller to report back re. Highways Officer’s Report.
f. Junction Visibility – Hadzor Lane/Middle Lane – Cllr Miller advised that he is not happy with the feedback he has received, so he is getting this issue reassessed. 
g. Footpaths Cllr Boaz reported that the work has been completed 100%. He felt that a letter of thanks should be sent to Patrick White, Footpath Officer, WCC. Action – Clerk to send letter.  Cllr Boaz suggested that a circular walk could now be created for the benefit of the community, perhaps starting from the pub, leaflets could be produced. Action – Cllr Rowley to produce a map. 
The meeting was adjourned for Public Question Time at 8:15pm, notes of which are appended to these minutes. Council meeting recommenced at 8:55pm.
6. District and County Councillors’ Report: Cllr Rowley advised that she had attended an Executive Board Meeting, the budget for next year was an item for discussion and it was reported that the Council has a surplus. This will result in a lower increase in Council Tax than previously thought.  Cllr Miller advised that there is a vacancy for the post of Ambassador in conjunction with Police and Crime Commission. This post will require attendance at Parish Council Meetings and similar, acting as the “eyes and ears”.
7. Parish Lengthsman – was in attendance, he advised that grit has not yet been delivered. There is a grit bin with a broken lid which needs repair/replacement. Malcolm queried whether a bin could be located on the hill.  Action – Cllr Miller to advise how Clerk can find a plan showing bin locations. Clerk to chase up grit delivery. Malcolm to advise clerk of the number on the broken grit bin.
8. Correspondence – Clerk presented correspondence
a. Invoices now received for Village Hall refurbished toilets. Clerk has forwarded them for payment.
b. Traveller & Travelling Showpeople “Call for Sites”. Chair advised that there is no action to be taken.
c. Wychavon – ltr re. Himbleton Telephone Kiosk available for £1. Action: Agreed that Parish Council should move to purchase. Clerk to respond to letter.
d. Diamond Jubilee Community Recognition Award – S. Rendle invitation to judging panel. Action: Chair to attend, Clerk to respond to invite.
e. Email – re. update to Planning Services may effect IT w/c Dec 5th. All noted.
9. Crime Report – recent report from police circulated to all Councillors.
10. Neighbourhood Plan – Cllr Barlow advised that she would not be presenting in relation to the Neighbourhood Plan at this stage. Chair agreed.
11. Telephone Kiosks – Cllr Barlow had investigated uses that other communities have devised for their kiosks. Including: Tourist Information, Book Exchange, Message Point with wi-fi, Vending Machine, Toilet, Defibrilator etc. You are Here Board etc.  Cllr Barlow said that a Refurb Survey would be necessary, there are packs available to purchase. Action: Cllr Barlow to conduct survey, compile pricing and report back. Clerk to respond to Wychavon in relation to Himbleton Kiosk.
12. Planning – Clerk presented a spreadsheet of Planning Applications, there are currently no outstanding planning applications. There is one Appeal which has been discussed during Public Question Time.
13. Finance – Clerk presented a Financial Summary for October/November ‘16.
Clerk presented the following for payment by cheque:
Village Hall Hire £20

CALC training £140

External Auditor £120

Clerk Salary £325

HMRC £65

Expenses £98.87

Payment proposed by Cllr Clamp





Seconded by Cllr Townsend

Clerk presented a Budget Spreadsheet based on previous years. Document was reviewed and Chair recommended that the Precept for next year should remain the same. Agreed by all present.
14. Councillors Reports: 

· Cllr Boaz advised that in Oddingley just over the canal bridge, opposite the boat yard, he had recently recovered a vehicle. It was felt that this was most likely due to a water main. Action: Cllr Miller to identify location and report.
· Cllr Miller attended a meeting with the Environment Agency and Severn Trent with regard to the development in Redditch that discharges into the Bow Brook. This will be monitored.
· Cllr Miller has brought Saleway Parish Council to the attention of the Environment Agency in terms of how things can be done at low cost. It is now being suggested that working in conjunction with farmers and paying them for performing tasks would be cost-effective.
· Cllr Rotheroe stated that she is pleased to be with the Parish Council, and thanked everyone for the welcome. She reported that at the crossroads in Oddingley at the bottom of the hill there is a bad bend in the road (by Park Farm) and this has been the location of several accidents in recent months due to drivers taking the bend too fast. It is felt that signs are needed on the approach from Tibberton. Action: Cllr Miller to review.
15. Date of next meeting: 7:30pm on 25th January 2017
The meeting closed at 9:40pm.
Signed …………………………..

Date ………………………

Chairman
Notes of Public Question Time

Two members of the public were in attendance and raised the following concerns during Public Question Time:

1. A member of the public drew the Council’s attention to the fact that there is a local person who can create Noticeboards. For future information.

2. Another member of the public raised concern that two conflicting responses had been given by the Parish Council in relation to planning application W/15/03127/OU Land Opposite School which is now in Appeal.  Action: Clerk to write a letter to Wychavon District Council to revoke the first letter.
3. The same member of the public stated that the President of the Cricket Club had not given permission for staff from school to use the car park. That any such arrangement would need to be put on a more formal basis, and possibly financial support would be required for maintenance to the car park. Action: Chair to request the Chairman of School Governors to write to Cricket Club.






