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BENTLEY PAUNCEFOOT PARISH COUNCIL

Minutes of the Ordinary Meeting of Bentley Pauncefoot Parish Council
Held on Tuesday 15 July 2025 at 7.30pm in the Village Hall

Present: Cllr Rands (Chair) C Wood - Clerk & RFO

Clir Davies
Cllr Morgan
Clir Evans (WCC)

Visitors: 3 members of the public

Public Participation:

Helicopters flying low (Angel Street resident) — Helicopters flying extremely low and noisy on a
regular basis. Chair asked the resident to download a flight tracker app on his phone to monitor
and record the frequency.

Tree branches touching cables (Copyholt Lane — heading towards the Queens Head). Tree now
chopped down.

Apologies
Clir A Boss, Cllr Whittaker.

Annual Minutes and Actions
The Minutes of the Annual Meeting held on Tuesday 20 May 2025 were reviewed and approved.
Approved by all Councillors. The Minutes were signed by Chair Rands.

Ordinary Minutes and Actions
The Minutes of the Ordinary Meeting held on Tuesday 20 May 2025 were reviewed and
approved. Approved by all Councillors. The Minutes were signed by Chair Rands.

Declarations of Interest

a. Disclosable Pecuniary Interests in items on the agenda
Nothing to declare

b. Clir Rands declared a disclosable interest in relation to Agenda Item Number 11(b).
Nothing to declare

c. Written requests to the clerk to grant a dispensation
The Clerk received a request for a dispensation (S33 of the Localism Act 2011) from ClIr Rands
in relation to Item Number 11(b) on the Agenda. The Clerk exercised her duty to grant
dispensation to Cllr Rands in order for the meeting to remain quorate.

Police / SNT Update

Parish Contact Contract to be completed. Council discussed the top three community issues:
1) Speeding

2) Littering and fly tipping

3) Crime

Action: Clerk to complete and return form to the Safer Neighbourhood Team

Village Hall Update

Lady Windermere’s Fan — 6™ June.

25™ October — Quiz Night £10 per ticket (tables of four, including supper).

15™" November — 10am to 2pm — Christmas Fayre — anyone interested in hiring a stall should
contact June Brazier.




7.

10.

11.
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Footpaths Update

Gateways from Copyholt Lane to Tardebigge Farm — advised scheme of works to update fencing
and gateways. PRoW (Public Rights of Way) Team — Patrick White, WCC

Cllr Evans will try to progress a site visit with WCC Highways.

The Thrift — A bridge has been built to cross safely.

CALC Issues / Updates
CALC will support councils through any unitary impending change. They have experience of
supporting councils through the change.

Road Safety Campaign

Copyholt Lane / Curr Lane — Cllr Evans - has been working at looking to get a speed reduction.
Has written to Police and Crime Commissioner who referred the issue to WCC. ClIr Evans raised
the issue with ClIr Perks at the WCC meeting and ClIr Perks agreed to meet with interested
parties. Cllr Evans plans to arrange a site visit with WCC Highways, to discuss other mitigations
which may be implemented.

Action: Site visit to be arranged with ClIr Evans, representatives from the Parish Council and
residents before 19" August 2025.

Clerk and CliIr Evans to liaise.

Clerk to check Village Hall availability once provisional dates are available.

Social Media

o Clerk to inform Cllr Morgan when the Copyholt / Curr Lane meeting is arranged to be put on
the Upper and Lower Bentley FB page.

e ClIr Evans has contacted WCC regarding the Parish Council’s website — WCC are reviewing
whether MyParishAdmin will continue going forwards.

Planning & Consultations
a) Foxlydiate Working Party
No update since last meeting.

b) Bromsgrove District Council Local Plan

e ClIr Evans reiterated to the council the importance of residents responding to the
consultation.

e After the initial consultation and sift, the Bromsgrove District Council are taking forward
certain sites.

e Councillors to look and review the Local Plan — comments to be forwarded to Clerk and
Clir Rands for a consensus of opinion. There are sites which have been proposed
generally connected to the Foxlydiate development in terms of boundary. Worth
commenting on those sites also.

e Clerk has signed up for notifications for planning applications located near the Foxlydiate
development in Redditch.

Action: Clir Rands and R Bewsher to put an email together to send to residents stressing

importance of responding on the sites.

Action: Parish Councillors to view the Local Plan and provide comments to Clerk and Clir

Rands.

c) Bentley Pauncefoot Community Governance Review Update
The number of responses from received from residents to date does not meet the threshold
to forward a request to Bromsgrove District Council to conduct a review.
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d) Relating to those residents who indicated they would like to sit on the council, Clerk to

contact and invite them to attend the next Parish Council meeting.
Action: Clerk to invite interested residents to attend the September meeting.

12. Finance

a.

Bank Reconciliation — Councillors were provided with bank statements and corresponding
bank reconciliations for the periods to end of May 2025 and end of June 2025.
Bank statements and bank reconciliations approved by the Parish Council.

The following invoices were approved for payment by the Parish Council prior to the meeting
on 15 July 2025.

Invoice Number Amount
ICO Annual Subscription Fee 00690e550852 £52.00
Clerks Salary (June and July 2025)

Clerks Expenses (April, May, June, July £27.62
2025)

The following invoice approved for payment by the Parish Council (and included on the Agenda
and in the Minutes for retrospective approval at full council meeting):

Invoice Number Amount

Zurich Insurance (annual insurance premium) 544839405 £264.00

The following payment was made by direct debit on 22" July 2025

Invoice Number

HMRC (incorrect amount advised on Agenda of £81.00) £243.00

Payments approved by the Parish Council

The following payments have been received into the Parish Council’s deposit account:

Invoice Number

Barclays Bank Business Premium Account (quarterly interest) £31.38

Payments approved by all Councillors.

13. CALC / Worcestershire Wildlife Trust Update

The deadline for the proposed scheme expired. Clerk to make enquiries to check if the council
can apply under the scheme.
Action: Clerk to contact CALC to make enquiries about the scheme.

14. Lengthsman

Tree on High House Lane — no further response from WCC.

Black Lake Lane drainage — Colin Bell — Liaison office at WCC Highways. Clir Evans and Rands
together with the Parish Lengthsman met and went over all points previously raised. Clir
Rands provided further questions to WCC, awaiting further response from WCC.

High Elms Lane Openreach - update regarding the tree and wires intertwined and
communications with BT Openreach. Clir Rands updated the meeting and a joint letter was
sent from WCC and the Parish Council to the CEQ. Subsequently Clir Rands received a call
from High Escalations Department, who asked for photos of the cables and tree.

Action: Clir Rands to action photographs and progress.



15.

16.

17.

18.

19.
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Unitary Council Update

Update provided by Clir Evans — at this stage indications are that all parishes will be retained.
However, this has yet to be confirmed. Indicated at this stage preference would be for North
Unitary Council and a South Unitary Council rather than one single Worcestershire Unitary
Council. This again has to be decided and no decision has yet been made. District and County
Councillors will decide and put their proposal to Government.

Report from County Councillor
Covered by input into various Agenda items during the meeting.

Report from District Councillor
None provided.

Councillors Reports & Items for future Agenda
None provided.

Date of Next Meeting
The next ordinary Parish Council meeting is scheduled for Tuesday 16 September 2025 at
7.00pm in the Village Hall.

Meeting Closed at 7.45pm

signed: Nl R Ran0ls

Chair, Bentley Pauncefoot Parish Council



