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BENTLEY PAUNCEFOOT PARISH COUNCIL

Minutes of the Ordinary Meeting of Bentley Pauncefoot Parish Council
Held on Tuesday 30 September 2025 at 7.00pm in the Village Hall

Present: Cllr Rands (Chair) C Wood - Clerk & RFO
Cllr Davies
Cllr Boss
Clir Evans (WCC)

Visitors: 7 members of the public

Public Participation:
e Tree Branch on High Elms Lane — thanks extended to the Chair by the resident who
initially raised the issue. The tree branch is now resting on telegraph pole or wires. The
Chair has been in contact with Open Reach and has been unable to get a resolution.
Chair took a look at the telegraph pole, sending by email a photograph to the PA to the
CEO and the Open Reach representative who met with the Chair on site.
e Planes flying over - resident to collate more detail.

1. Apologies
Clir Morgan, Clir Whittaker

2. Ordinary Minutes and Actions
The Minutes of the ordinary Meeting held on Tuesday 15 July 2025 were reviewed and
approved.
Approved by all Councillors. The Minutes were signed by Chair Rands.

3. Declarations of Interest

a. Disclosable Pecuniary Interests in items on the agenda
Nothing to declare

b. Clir Rands declared a disclosable interest in relation to Agenda Item Number 11(c).
Nothing to declare

c. Written requests to the clerk to grant a dispensation
The Clerk received a request for a dispensation (S33 of the Localism Act 2011) from Clir Rands
in relation to Item Number 11(b) on the Agenda. The Clerk exercised her duty to grant
dispensation to Cllr Rands in order for the meeting to remain quorate.

4. Police / SNT Update
Parish Contact Contract to be completed. Council discussed the top three community issues:
1) Speeding
2) Littering and fly tipping
3) Crime
Action: Clir Boss will liaise with the rural police team.

6. Village Hall Update
25™ October — Quiz Night £10 per ticket (tables of four, including supper).
15™ November — 10am to 2pm — Christmas Fayre — anyone interested in hiring a stall should
contact June Brazier.




7.

10.

11.
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Footpaths Update
Discussed under Item 17 on the Agenda.
Public Rights of Way — Liaison Officer — Tardebigge Farm — ClIr Evans trying to set up a meeting.

CALC Issues / Updates

CALC AGM - Thursday 13" November to be held at The Council Chamber, Wyre Forest House,
Kidderminster from 5.15pm, with guest speakers from 6.00pm and the AGM commencing at
7.15pm. Zoom attendance is open to Councils.

Road Safety Campaign

Copyholt Lane / Curr Lane

After the WCC cabinet meeting in July when the cabinet member for highways (Clir Perks)
committed to ClIr Evans to meet with the Parish Council because they wouldn’t agree to a speed
reduction. Despite Cllr Evans chasing up multiple times, he is not getting a response to the re-
arranged meeting date.

Clir Evans will raise it again at the next WCC cabinet meeting in November 2025 as there had been
a commitment publicly in a meeting. ClIr Evans suggested the Parish Council contact CllIr Perks to
get his commitment to meet on the date previously offered (25" November 2025).

Clir Evans plans to arrange a site visit with WCC Highways, to discuss other mitigations which may
be implemented.

Action: Site visit to be arranged with ClIr Evans, representatives from the Parish Council and
residents and WCC Clir Karl Perks on 25" November 2025. The Parish Council to write to Clir
Perks asking for his commitment to attend.

Social Media
No report provided.

Planning & Consultations
a) Foxlydiate Working Party
No update since last meeting.

b) Planning Applications:
Approval of Reserved Matters — 24/00533/REM
Land to the West of Foxlydiate Lane and Pumphouse Lane Bromsgrove Highway
Bromsgrove Worcestershire
Reserved matters application for the erection of 217 dwellings to include details of
appearance and landscaping, layout, internal roads and scale of development pursuant to the
approved hybrid planning permission (Ref: 16/0263) at land at Foxlydiate Lane and
Pumphouse Lane, Webheath, Redditch (“Foxlydiate”) — expired 18/09/2025.
Applicant came back after a few months with another raft of documentation.

e Cycle and pedestrian path has been excluded from the application by moving the red
line boundary. The footpath is the most direct route to the nearest bus stop.

e Orientation of dwellings has not been addressed. Both the original decision notice and
Redditch Local Plan say they must give consideration to siting and orientation of
dwellings due to no gas on site and the use of solar panels.

Thanks extended to the resident for her assistance in putting together a response to the
Planning Department.

Action: Clir Boss to make further enquiries if possible regarding a gas main running through
the site.



12.

13.

14.
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c) Bromsgrove District Council Local Plan
e ClIr Evans reiterated to the council the importance of residents responding to the
consultation — response timeframe has been extended to 20 October 2025. Chair
encouraged residents to go on the website and make views known.
e Just over 4,000 responses so far (figure provided by Clir Evans).

d) Bentley Pauncefoot Community Governance Review Update
Update from Clir Rands. Received an email regarding governance from Bromsgrove District
Council, asked Clirs to have a look and send any comments back to Clir Rands by Friday 3™
October 2025.

e) Two residents attended the meeting, as they had indicated they would like to join the Parish
Council.

Co-option of Parish Councillors

The members of the council resolved to approve the co-option of the two residents onto the
council; the Declaration of Acceptance of Office Forms were signed by Phil Gibbs and Gordon
Perry; Clir Perry joined the meeting as a ClIr from this point in the meeting.

Finance

a. Bank Reconciliation — Councillors were provided with bank statements and corresponding
bank reconciliations for the periods to end of July 2025 and end of August 2025.
Bank statements and bank reconciliations approved by the Parish Council.

b. The following invoices were approved for payment by the Parish Council (and included on the
Agenda and in the Minutes for retrospective approval at full council meeting):

Invoice Number Amount
Clerks Salary (August and September 2025) £648.16
Chris Cooke April 2025 Lengthsman invoice 6827 £229.20
(inc VAT)
Chris Cooke May 2025 Lengthsman invoice 6828 £194.40
(inc VAT)
Chris Cooke June 2025 Lengthsman invoice 6829 £140.40
(inc VAT)

c. The following direct debit becomes due on 22 October 2025

Invoice Amount
HMRC (clerks salary) Direct Debit due 22/10/2025
(amount unavailable at time of publishing Agenda) £6.80

All payments approved by the Parish Council

d. The councillors present signed the Unity Trust account application submission. Cllr Morgan to
sign the submission form at the next meeting in November 2025.

CALC / Worcestershire Wildlife Trust Update

The Council received an update from Clir Davies. Pending funding from the National Lottery
Heritage Fund the Worcestershire Wildlife Trust are looking to restore and reconnect habitats
across a third of Worcestershire including the historic Forest of Feckenham. They are hoping to
collaborate with Town and Parish Councils across the project area to hear what areas of support
would most benefit the Parish. A further update to be provided once we hear back in the early
part of 2026.

Action: Clir Davies to keep the council updated.




15.

16.

17.

18.
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20.

21.

22.
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West Mercia PCC — Town and Parish Council Survey
The survey open to Town and Parish Councils, is asking for views on helping to shape policing in
our area, raise any concerns and identify improvements the council would like to see. The survey
is open until Tuesday 14" October 2025.
Action: Clerk to forward the email to Councillors if they would like to response and the
response can be completed in Word and emailed (email address provided).

Severn Trent Mains Renewal

Update provided by Cllr Rands after attendance at a recent Severn Trent Meeting held in
Bromsgrove.

Action: Clerk to be provided with details to contact Severn Trent on behalf of the Parish Council.

Worcestershire County Council’s Rights of Way Improvement Plan (ROWIP) Survey
Worcestershire County Council are in the process of reviewing the ROWIP, and they would like
engagement from the Parish Council (one response only from the Parish Council) and residents
of the Parish.

Action: Clerk to forward the email to councillors and residents should they wish to complete
the survey.

New Website

The clerk provided councillors with three quotations for a new website for hosting and domain
names, including compliant email addresses (Aubergine, Parish Council and Fortitude
Consulting). The quotations were considered and the Clerk asked if any councillor had IT
experience in relation to the hosting and domain name costs.

Action: Clir Boss to liaise with ClIr Gibbs regarding IT advice and report back to the Council.

External Audit — 2024/2025 AGAR Submission

The Council noted that as a Certificate of Exemption had been submitted, the external auditor
confirmed that they have not carried out a review and there will be no invoice due to the
council.

Bentley Bugle 2025

The Chair asked for items to be provided for inclusion in the Bentley Bugle 2025 for
consideration at the November 2025 meeting. Clir Evans will put together an annual report;
new councillors to provide a short introduction, and the Chair to do an annual report.

Lengthsman
Black Lake Lane

e Remedial works being started w/c 6 October.

e Other questions remain unanswered in terms of seeking local knowledge, reason for the
work, cost etc

Other issues

e Items raised with the WCC Liaison Officer (Head of Highways has since informed the
Council that we shouldn’t contact Liaison Officer, however, we followed the rules in
terms of reporting items.

e |tems have mainly been reported through the Parish Lengthsman (generally several
months ago and in some cases over a year ago).
Action: Clir Rands to write to Highways

Unitary Council Update

Cllr Evans updated the meeting and explained that there is no clear position currently. BDC had a
meeting at the start of September of all District and Borough Councils. The final vote was that
five out of seven councils voted on a north and south unitary.
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Resident survey results are on the website — shape Worcestershire.org
Final submissions to be made by District and Borough Councils in November 2025.
NALC pay agreement 2025/2026

The Council noted the increase in pay scale following the National Joint Council pay award
agreement, the increase in pay scale took effect from 1 April 2025, which is to be backdated.

Report from County Councillor
Bromsgrove District Local Plan — at the date of the meeting, 4,000 responses had been received
on the portal. Cllr Evans urged all residents to view the local plan and make their views known.

Report from District Councillor
No report provided.

Councillors Reports and Items for future Agenda
No items raised.

Clerks Report
The clerk provided an update as follows:

e  WCC Lengthsman Annual Agreement had been signed 23 July 2025
e For any new councillors who were interested, CALC online training is available on 28™"
October 2025 (6.30pm to 8.30pm)

Date of Next Meeting
The next meeting is scheduled for Tuesday 18 November 2025 at 7.00pm in the Village Hall.

Meeting Closed at 7.45pm

signed: N R Ranos

Chair, Bentley Pauncefoot Parish Council



