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BENTLEY PAUNCEFOOT PARISH COUNCIL 
 

Minutes of the Ordinary Meeting of Bentley Pauncefoot Parish Council  
Held on Tuesday 18 November 2025 at 7.00pm in the Village Hall 

 

Present: Cllr Rands (Chair)     C Wood – Clerk & RFO 
  Cllr Davies 
  Cllr Boss 
  Cllr Morgan (Vice Chair) 
  Cllr Perry 
  Cllr Gibbs 
  Cllr Evans (WCC) 
  Cllr Whittaker (BDC) 
 
Visitors:     6 members of the public 

 
Public Participation: 
No matters raised. 
 
1. Apologies 

Apologies were received from the Police/SNT, Chris Cooke. 
 

2. Ordinary Minutes and Actions 
The Minutes of the ordinary Meeting held on Tuesday 30 September 2025 were reviewed and 
approved.  
Approved by all Councillors.  The Minutes were signed by Chair Rands. 

 
3. Declarations of Interest 

a. Disclosable Pecuniary Interests in items on the agenda 
Nothing to declare 

b. Nothing to declare 
c. Nothing to declare 

 
4. Police / SNT Update 

• WCC, as part of their agreement to review Curr Lane / Copyholt Lane speeding, recently 
installed speed data cables for approximately 24 hours. 

• Bentley residents wishing to join the Parish WhatsApp and Facebook groups should 
contact Cllr Boss if they aren’t members. 

• Newer speed device and waiting for an update for enforcing on the 30mph road around 
the Bentley area. Speed surveys will continue to be carried out and also enforcement 
exercises. 

 
5. Village Hall Update 

Christmas lunch - 14 December 2025 – sold out. 
Pantomime - 3 January 2026 (£10 per adult, £5 per child). 

 
6. Footpaths Update 

Public Rights of Way - Officer at WCC has retired.  
Repair to gateway to the rear of Tardebigge Farm – if WCC will confirm that they will provide any 
materials necessary, or provide funding for materials, the Parish Council will carry out the 
maintenance through the Lengthsman Scheme in order to make the repair. 
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Cllr Rands to ask WCC if we can be authorised and funded to carry out footpaths works required 
in the Parish. 
 

7. CALC Issues / Updates 
CALC AGM – Cllr Rands and Clerk attended remote meeting.  
Presentation from Worcestershire County Council. Two options for the unitary council; a one 
unitary council, and a two unitary council. Government will make final decision after consulting 
with stakeholders, including Parish Councils.  
Two bids: 
- one unitary (One Worcestershire) 
- two unitaries (North and South) 

 
8. Road Safety Campaign 

Copyholt Lane / Curr Lane 
Meeting with Highways portfolio holder, Cllr Karl Perks  – 27th January 2026. The Police and Crime 
Commissioner at a recent Worcestershire County Council meeting committed to attend although 
no formal commitment received to date. 
Action: Clerk to invite Stoke Parish Council to attend the meeting. 

 
9. Social Media 

No report provided. 
 

10. Planning & Consultations 
a) Approval of Reserved Matters – 24/01272/REM 

Land to the West of Foxlydiate Lane and Pumphouse Lane Bromsgrove Highway 
Bromsgrove Worcestershire 
Reserved matters application for a pumping station pursuant to the approved hybrid 
planning permission 16/0263 at land at Foxlydiate Lane and Pumphouse Lane, Webheath, 
Redditch ('Foxlydiate'). 
Action: PC to respond highlighting missing condition S, details of proposed duration of 
works within CEMP (Construction Environmental Management Plan). 

 
b) Approval of Reserved Matters – 24/00533/REM 

Land to the West of Foxlydiate Lane and Pumphouse Lane, Bromsgrove Highway, 
Bromsgrove, Worcestershire 
Reserved matters application for the erection of 217 dwellings to include details of 
appearance and landscaping, layout, internal roads and scale of development pursuant to 
the approved hybrid planning permission (Ref: 16/0263) at land at Foxlydiate Lane and 
Pumphouse Lane, Webheath, Redditch (“Foxlydiate”). 
Action: PC to respond concerning removal of cycle / footpath from the application and 
orientation of dwellings. 
 

c) Full Application – 25/01116/FUL 
The Stables, Banks Green, Upper Bentley, Worcestershire 
Replacement of three existing buildings with one building. 

 Action: No objection from Parish Council. 
 
11. Finance 

a. Bank Reconciliation – Councillors were provided with bank statements and corresponding 
bank reconciliations for the periods to end of September 2025 and end of October 2025. 
Bank statements and bank reconciliations approved by the Parish Council. 
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b. The following invoices were approved for payment by the Parish Council (and included on the 

Agenda and in the Minutes for retrospective approval at full council meeting): 

Invoice Number Amount 

Clerks Salary (October and November 2025)   

 
c. The following direct debit was paid from the Parish Council’s Barclays Bank current account 

on 23 October 2025. 

Invoice Amount 

HMRC (clerks salary)     £6.80 

 
d. The following will be paid from the Parish Council’s Barclays Bank current account on 4 

December 2025 

Invoice Amount 

Microsoft 365 Annual Subscription Renewal      £59.99 

 
e. The following was received into the Parish Council’s Barclays Bank current account on 1 

October 2025 

Invoice Amount 

Bromsgrove District Council (2nd half precept)      £4,862.00 

 
All payments approved by the Parish Council 

 
12. Draft Budget 2026/2027 

First draft budget prepared by the Clerk, worked on by the Chair. 
Will be circulated to Councillors in preparation for final approval at the January 2026 meeting. To 
be included: 

• Public Right of Way maintenance. 

• Ditch and drain maintenance. 
 

13. CALC / Worcestershire Wildlife Trust Update 
No further report. In 2026 funding will be received and the WWF will be in touch with the Parish 
Council. 
 

14. Appointment of Internal Auditor to year end 31 March 2026 
Council resolved to accept the quotation to instruct Ruth Mullett to carry out the Council’s 
internal audit – cost quoted is £200. 
Council resolved to accept the quotation. 
 

15. Dates of Parish Council Meetings 2026 
The Parish Council approved the meeting dates for 2026. The Clerk to liaise with the Village Hall 
Team to book the hall on the 3rd Tuesday every other month. July meeting date to be confirmed. 

 
16. Policy for Approval 

The Council reviewed and approved the IT Policy. 
 

17. Severn Trent (ST) Mains Renewal 
Lower Bentley and Coalash Lane affected.  
Chair trying to make contact with ST regarding affected residents. 
Action: Chair to forward email to Cllr Evans to liaise with ST. 
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18. New Website and .gov.uk email  
Councillors considered the three quotations provided for .gov.uk website and email domains. 
Council approved the Parish Council Online quotation to build a new Parish Council website, 
together with Clerk .gov.uk email address. 
 
Clerk to set up Councillor Parish Council dedicated email addresses; Clerk advised best practice 
would be to have .gov.uk email addresses for Clerk and Councillors to meet Assertion 10 in the 
year-end report for 2025/2026. 
Council approved non gov.uk emails for Councillors at the moment. 
 

19. Bentley Bugle 2025 

• The Chair thanked those who had provided a piece for this year’s Bugle. 

• Any remaining articles to be provided by the end of November, when the Clerk will start 
putting the Bugle together. 

• Tardebigge Relief in Need Charity – Cllr Perry volunteer to become a Trustee replacing a 
former Parish Councillor on the Board of Trustees for the Charity. 

• Thanks to Barry Spence for a thorough explanation of the role of Trustee for the charity 
and for the support extended to Cllr Perry. 

 
20. Grant Request 

The council reviewed and considered the grant request, which was not approved. 
Action: Clerk to provide contact details for Barry Spence, for contact to the Tardebigge Relief 
in Need Charity. 
 

21. Lengthsman 

• Cllr Rands provided an update. Cllr Rands has written to Highways for ongoing issues and 
Black Lake Lane; response awaited. 
 

Gritting regime Winter 2025/2026, at specific points on the following roads:  

• Tyrells Lane bend 

• End of High Elms 

• Woodgate Road 

• Coalash Lane 

• Copyholt Lane 

• Blake Lake Lane 

• Curr Lane  
Parish Council has a budget set aside, and salt is purchased as and when required. 

 
22. Report from County Councillor 

• WCC veterans can use buses for free. 
 
23. Report from District Councillor 

• Consultation period for Bromsgrove Local Plan.  

• Article to be provide for inclusion in the Bugle. 
 
24. Councillors Reports and Items for future Agenda 

• Lengthsman – Grangefield House, Copyholt Lane – details to be provided to Cllr Evans. 

• Lengthsman – Holyoakes Lane flooding.  
Action: to be placed on January 2026 meeting Agenda.  
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25. Clerks Report 

The clerk provided an update as follows: 

• New Councillor training dates emailed to Councillors 

• Cllr Davies booked onto Councillor training – 20 January 2026 – send apologies for next 
meeting. 

 
26. Date of Next Meeting 

The next meeting is scheduled for Tuesday 20 January 2026 at 7.00pm in the Village Hall. 
 

Meeting Closed at 8.15pm 
 
 

Signed: N R Rands 

Chair, Bentley Pauncefoot Parish Council 
 

 
 
 
 
 

 
 


