note that these Minutes are draft until signed by the chairman

     

                                          

MINUTES OF THE MEETING OF  LICKEY & BLACKWELL PARISH COUNCIL HELD AT THE TRINITY CENTRE, LICKEY

 ON MONDAY  6th JULY 2009

 MINUTES NO 3 2009/2010





1	1.1	ACCEPTANCE OF APOLOGIES: apologies were accepted from District Councillor R Deeming and  Councillors J King and J Nash.



		PRESENT:  Councillor J Williams (Chairman), Councillors Mesdames K Crockett, J Harvey, J Johnson, Councillor K Woolford and Mrs J Casey (Executive Officer), District Councillors C Taylor and Mrs A Doyle, County Councillors P McDonald and Mrs E Moffett and six members of the public.



	1.2	Review of the position regarding co-option:  no nominations had yet been received.



2	DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST REGISTER:  2.1  Personal  2.2 Prejudicial:  there were no declarations of interest.



The Meeting was closed for Public Questiontime



3	REPORTS FROM OUTSIDE BODIES AND COUNTY AND DISTRICT COUNCILLORS:  



	3.1	Councillor Mrs Doyle reported on the “co-mingling” method of recycling which was to be introduced, probably in the autumn of 2009.



	3.2	Councillor Taylor reported that Parish Councils were invited to submit details of the five worst footways in their Parish to their County Councillor as some funding may be available from County Council.  The new toilets in Bromsgrove were currently under construction and would be opened next month.  The planning application regarding change of use for the old Methodist Church would be considered shortly.



	3.3	Councillor Mrs Moffett reported on a site visit to Blackwell with Mike Walton, highways engineer from County Council.



	3.4	Councillor McDonald reported on the shared services scheme between Redditch and Bromsgrove, a temporary Chief Executive being responsible for both towns.  Councillor McDonald kindly agreed to consider asking County Council to carry out work on the roadside hedge which was overgrowing the footway between High House Drive and the Trinity Centre on Old Birmingham Road and also the footway itself, which was in a poor state. 



	3.5	Mr Brown, (Marlbrook Landfill Monitoring group) reported that Alvechurch Highway was being resurfaced.

 

4	MINUTES OF THE MEETING HELD ON 1st JUNE 2009:  it was agreed that the Minutes be signed as a true record.  
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5	FINANCE GROUP REPORT

 

	5.1	Payment of Bills and Bank Transfer:  it was agreed that the attached list of bills be paid and that a Bank Transfer of £7,600 would be made.  				



5.2	Report on “Awards for All” grant application: new forms would be obtained.



5.3	Report on grants available to parish councils:  Councillor Crocket had mentioned this at  the Finance Training Session held by CALC and it was noted that any possible grant aid would need to be considered, depending upon the various requirements at that time.



	5.4	Participatory budgeting:  the Chairman suggested that the views of residents be sought before the forthcoming budget round in order to enable the use of the Power of Well-being.



	5.5	Purchase of computer equipment:  the Finance Group had recommended that the present Parish Council’s computer and programmes be upgraded and the work would be carried out on Wednesday 8th July 2009.



	5.6	Delegated powers to sign cheques, if necessary, during the recess:  it was agreed that this could be done, with the Chairman’s consent.



	5.7	Quarterly Bank Reconciliation and Finance Report:  this would be made available in due course.



	5.8	Report on cuts in P3 funding:  without warning or prior consultation, the County Council had cut the amount of P3 funding from £620 (last year) to £270 for this financial year.  The EO would write to the Chief Executive of the County Council, expressing concerns and asking if the cuts would still be applicable for the next financial year, 2010/2011.



	5.9	Preliminary budget notification:  groups and individual councillors were asked to consider any items for inclusion in the budget for the next financial year.



	5.10	Results of the meeting with PCC to discuss cemetery mowing and the Christmas Tree:  no changes would be made to the Christmas Tree arrangements at Lickey.  However, the PCC, at its next Finance Meeting, would discuss ways of raising money towards the cost of mowing the cemetery (which is a PCC responsibility as it is not a closed churchyard).

 

	5.11	Grants policy for Parish Council Grants:  it was noted that the policy of making grants to local organisations and groups but not national charities nor organisations would continue unchanged.



6	PLANNING COMMITTEE REPORT



	6.1	Report on Planning Matters:  presented by Councillor Mrs Harvey.    



	6.2	Enforcement items:  none.



	6.3	Bordesley Housing Project:  a letter of objection had been sent to the DC.
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7	HIGHWAYS GROUP REPORT	



	7.1	Report on Highways matters:  Councillor Johnson presented the report.



	7.2	Report on safety at the play area and St Catherine’s Road:  a site visit had been made by Mike Walton (CC), County Councillor Moffett and Councillor Johnson 

to confirm the improvements as suggested in the  June Minutes and the work would be carried out as soon as possible.  It was noted that many of the items mentioned at a previous site visit by Mike Walton had still received no action.



The Chairman and EO had attended the Blackwell School Play Area Meeting (held today) and it was noted that the visibility splay to the play area entrance required attention and that the pathway was very wet and needed levelling and surfacing with gravel.  The lower gateway had still not been surfaced by the play area contractors so some work may need consideration in the budget.  





8	ENVIRONMENT GROUP REPORT



	8.1	New Tree Wardens:  three residents had applied to be Tree Wardens and their names would be passed to County Council for consideration.  It was noted that County Council had no objections to  several Tree Wardens being appointed in any one parish.



	8.2	Date of opening of Brown’s Way:  this would take place on Saturday 11th July at 10 am at the Monument Lane entrance, the press had been informed and light refreshments would be provided.



	8.3	Ragwort removal:  it was decided not to spend money on this during this financial year.



	8.4	Planting of Greenfield Bank:  the Environment Group would visit the site and report on any further planting which may be needed.





9	SOCIAL SERVICES REPORT



	9.1	Progress on Housing Needs Survey: a meeting with the Rural Housing Enabler would take place shortly.



	9.2	Report on Best Kept Garden Competition: judging would take place over the next few days.



10	COMMUNICATIONS GROUP REPORT



	10.1	Newsletter:  Councillors were reminded to supply material for the Autumn edition.



	10.2	Use of Parish Council noticeboards:  it was agreed that local groups and organizations could supply items for display as and when space was available.



	10.3	Report on Residents’ Meeting in September: the Power of Well-being and Participatory Budgeting to be discussed in order to engage before the next budget is set. 
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	10.4	County Council website:  the contents of the Lickey and Blackwell’s space on this site was being considered.



11	TRAINING MATTERS:   none.



12	URGENT DECISIONS: none.



13	ADMINISTRATIVE MATTERS



	13.1	Renewal of Quality Status, 2010:  a new  portfolio would be prepared in due course.



	13.2	Progress with Power of Well-being Status:  the Chairman had prepared the Statement of Intent and the EO would complete the necessary module during the recess.  



13.3     Report on Parish Forum meeting on 23rd June:  a cross-section of Parish Councillors would liaise with the District Council to produce a further draft Parish Charter for September.



	13.4	Future production of the Agenda:  it was agreed that a deadline would be set for each meeting so that groups and the Planning Committee could request items for the Agenda and, at the same time, supply the Groups’ and Planning Commitee’s reports, the deadline date to allow for at least five clear working days before the meeting.  The date for receipt of material for the next meeting on Tuesday 1st September would be Friday 21st August to allow time for compilation of the Agenda, electronic delivery of Agenda and Minutes and display of Agenda on noticeboards and on the Parish Council website.





13A	CORRESPONDENCE



	13A.1.	“The Life and Times of Dr Cath Elliott:  it was agreed that a short review and information about this short book could be placed in the Newsletter.



	13A.2	 Letter from District Council regarding consultation on Gambling Licenses etc:  this document was passed to Social Services.





14	DATES OF NEXT MEETINGS



	There will be a recess in August.



Parish Council Meeting:  Tuesday 1st September 2009 at Blackwell Methodist Church Hall.

Please note:  all agenda material and reports to be emailed to the EO by Friday 21st August, 2009.



There being no other business, the meeting closed at 8.33 pm.





										John Williams

									            Chairman



 



 



 



 



 



 








