Warndon Parish Council

Minutes of the meeting held at Lyppard Grange Community Centre on

Monday 5th March  2012
Present:
Councillor R Morris (Chairman)

Councillors:   E Holloway, D Long, S Mackay,

                   
V Barrall, D Merriman, N Fielden 
J Chamberlain (Clerk)
 County Councillor: A Roberts

Also present: Trevor Pond (Estate Warden), Geoffrey Berkeley (Standard), Elizabeth Sweetman (Evening News), Parishioners x 5
1.0 Apologies for Absence  
Cllr M Bayliss
Ward Councillors Cllr L Hodgson, Cllr S Hodgson
2.0
Declarations of Interest


None
3.0       Public Question time
	See notes at end of minutes


3.1       Local Policing Team
PC Wood  reported on the incidents during February.  He informed the Council that a great deal of work was being done in interacting with schools.  Number 1 ongoing  priority for the police was vehicle crime.  It was agreed that a warning notice would be included in the Parish Council Newsletter.
3.2       County Councillor’s  report
Paper previously circulated.    No objection to the removal of the Youth Shelter provided that other agencies were in agreement.

3.3
Ward Councillor’s  report



Paper previously circulated.    Noted
.  
4.0
Minutes of the meeting held on the 6th February 2012 were approved
5. 0    
Clerk's Report & Correspondence
5.1
Council had been advised by External Auditor via the Clerk that  they require a Risk Register and an Asset Register.  The Clerk instructed to prepare these documents. There were no Councillors available  to assist.
5.2
Update on Planning Team Meeting at Worcester City Council and the Clerk
5.3
Received confirmation that we had submitted our precept application on time.

6.0
Finance

6.1
Payments this month

Worcester City Council £3,600               Contribution toward Parish Warden
Worcester City Council £9,345.31          Enhanced grass cutting

BT                                 £     33.01          Clerks phone   
J Chamberlain              £   517               Clerks salary       
6.2 
Monthly figures – circulated 

6.3
Bank balance at 6th March 2012 £57,844.26
(Information taken directly from Bank Statement)
6.4      The Chair circulated a report on the Enhanced Estate Management which proposed that initially this would be undertaken in two stages.  It was agreed that Phase 1 be undertaken by the end of March 2012 so that the cost of approximately six thousand pounds can be taken from the budget allocated in this financial year.  Phase 2 for 2012/3 at an approximate cost of ten thousand pounds would be discussed further in the new financial year.
6.5
The Chair had previously circulated a method of recording financial monthly figures.  The Council commented that they considered that this method of recording information met their needs.
7.0
Planning & Rights of Way (See seperate list)

Updates provided by Cllr Long
8.0
Environment

   
8.1
Councillor’s report


Noted.  Cllr Merriman gave a short report on the Orchard Project.

8.2 
Estate Warden’s report 

Noted

8.3
Wildlife Ranger’s report

Noted
9.0
Leisure  & Community Affairs 

9.1
Fun Day/Fete 2012 
The meeting was updated with the progress to date on the Fete.  It was agreed that the Community Centre could as last year, provide a cover for the June Newsletter advertising the Fete. 
10.0
Reports from Outside Bodies
           10.1 
School Governor  


No report

10.2
Lyppard Grange Management Board


No report

10.3 
Standards Committee

10.4
CALC (County Association of Local Councils)
The Worcestershire Agreement had been previously circulated.  Concerns were raised as to the potential cost to the Parish. No action to be taken at this time.  Cllr Long said he would attend the Parish Online meeting.
11.0
Newsletter

11.1    Newsletter. This would be distributed at the end of March, the Chair asked if there were any other topics to be included and gave an outline of what had already been prepared.

12.0
Urgent items at the discretion of the Chairman
12.1  
The Chair announced that  Mrs McLean Principal from Tudor Grange High School  would be the guest speaker at the Annual Meeting on the 18th April, 2012.
12.0
Date of next meeting: 



Monday 2nd April 2012
13.0
The Chairman closed the meeting at 9.28 pm

Signed…………………………………………….Dated…………………………….

                                             Chairman

Jean Chamberlain
Clerk to the Council
2nd April  2012

___________________________________________________________________________

Notes of Public Question Time

Five  members of the public were in attendance and raised the following issues during Public Question Time:

1 Concerns over the quality of the website.  The Chair acknowledged that the standard was poor and commented that action would be taken in the coming months. 
2 The impact of the  increased  precept on the Council Tax and its use.  The Chair said that some people had reacted to the 16% increase, but when they realized that this was only just over two pounds per year per household nothing more was mentioned
3  Rumour that a former employee had been paid a sum of money after he had left the Council’s employment.  The Chair commented that any matter between a Council employee and the council was strictly confidential and that no one would be commenting on this matter.
4 A request for the Council to identify how it understands the local population and how does it communicate with them (Addressed by Cllr Holloway- newsletters, website etc.)
5 Failing to use popular means of communication e.g. twitter/facebook

7.0 Planning & Rights of Way (Detailed list)

The following applications were reviewed at the Warndon Parish Meeting on the 6th March.  Following the meetings the following comments were provided to the Clerk by Cllr Long.

A12Q0006
Lyppard Grange, Ankerage Green
Proposed display of 2no. sets of 270mm high individual halo lit letters reading "LYPPARD GRANGE"; 1no. replacement double sided post mounted sign with internally illuminated logo; 1no. replacement double sided Conex panel sign 1.72m wide by 1.24m high; removal of various existing signage.
Parish Council Comments
A previous application which sought advertisement, and listed building consent, was refused by the Local Authority on 24th February 2011, and refused at appeal on 14th November 2011. The Inspector found that the scheme failed to have regard to the character of the area by introducing incongruous advertising features which failed to harmonise with the surrounding environment and the overall display was considered to be uncoordinated, and ill considered. Following the Inspector’s decision in November 2011, the applicant met with planning and conservation officers on site on 2nd December to agree upon a revised signage scheme and the scheme being submitted has been produced in response to officer’s comments, who stated a desire to see fewer signs on site, with less illumination.
The Parish Council has issues with illumination and the effect this has on local residents. It has been noted that there have been no comments made by residents regarding this application and the statement in the Design & Access and Heritage Statement that the signs comprise traditional public house fixtures, including individual letters and a traditional timber post sign. The signs proposed are commensurate with the size of the building and its location, and will not harm the appearance or have an unacceptable impact upon the street scene. My only addition to this statement would be there cannot be any detrimental impact on the local residents.
P12Q0052
Land South of Newtown Road
Proposed access road from Charles Hastings Way.
Parish Council Comments
The application is for a short length of access road which will provide access to both the new care home and car park for the hospital (to support a proposed new radiotherapy facility on the site of an existing A&E car park.) This application seeks a separate permission for the access which will be unconstrained by pre-commencement conditions. For the avoidance of doubt, this new application does not propose any variation to the details of access as already approved by the two existing permissions and if this is the case the Parish Council has no issues because this was viewed as the best option for site access to prevent incidents on the Newtown Road..
P12P0022
Apex Park, Wainwright Road
Proposed additional 21 car parking spaces and associated landscaping.
Parish Council Comments
Although this is after the date for consultation the Parish Council has no issues based on the comments of Nexus Housing who leases Apex 2 and would support this application for additional car parking. Parking is currently at a premium on the site and the situation is due to become worse once the remaining vacant office is occupied. Staff are encouraged to use public transport and car share where this is appropriate, however this isn't always a viable option for them, due to the lack of public transport links to all of the areas where they live and the different shift patterns that operate. The feeling is that the existing parking allocation for the site is inadequate and with the lack of alternative parking in the area, the consensus is that people welcome the provision of additional on-site parking.
Worcester City Football Club - Ground Update
A monthly update was provided at the meeting. An apology from Karen Rose has been received for not communicating  the decision of Eric Pickles not to call in the application. The Parish Council had to contact the office and was then informed of the decision. At the meeting we also outlined a group who are looking at issues relating to Bridleway 571. No comments were passed by members of the council on this issue.
In addition

Cllr Long gave an update on the situation with the Wind Turbine Application (W/11/02803/PN) and the Worcester City Football Stadium (P08Q0652):
.
