SUCKLEY PARISH COUNCIL

MINUTES OF THE PARISH COUNCIL VIRTUAL ZOOM MEETING
Held on Monday 11 JANUARY 2021 at 7.15 pm

Present: Clir P Whatley, Clir R Hill, ClIr A Lasgy ClIr C Luton, Clir P Griffiths,
CliIr L Devenish, Clir J Green (via phone)

In Attendance: Mrs D Taylor (Clerk), Dist Clir S BRse, Co ClIr P Tuthill
Apologies: ClIr R Hooper, Clir A W Huband
One member of the public also attended the Zoontintgee

Declaration of any Disclosable Pecuniary Interest€DPI) or other Disclosable Interests
falling within the terms of para 12(4)((b) of the Wde of Conduct. Clir R Hill declared a
pecuniary interest in item 16(a) — Planning Applicion No 20/01918/HP — erection of a
portal framed garage at Stonehouse, Longley Greesuckley, Worcs WR6 5DU

No requests had been received by the Clerk for arlyispensations relating to items on the
Agenda. (Sec 33 of the Localism Act 2011)

Clir P Whatley informed the Council that as Digti@ouncillor he would not vote or express any
opinion on Planning Applications in case they hmbté sent to MHDC Northern Area Planning
Committee. He would, however, Chair the meeting.

The Chairman then adjourned the Meeting for PublicQuestion Time/Participation

Report from County Councillor - Co CliIr P Tuthill reported to the Council. A newi€f Fire
Officer had been appointed starting at the end affdil this year. Worcester Royal Hospital was
having to cope with a dramatic increase in Covisesaand the situation was becoming pretty
dire. Work on the Southern Link Road was goindj,veemd plans were being considered to raise
the level of the roundabout at Powick to avoid flimg. The County Council had been fixing
their £30M budget for the coming year with the eagk again on Social & Welfare Services
throughout the County. A number of Suckley Draitighways issues would not be resolved
until the new budget/funding in April this year.n®ehalf of the Council, Clir P Whatley
expressed disappointment with the delay. Clihiluteported that WCC Highways was making
some progress re trialling a combined drains magpgubeir own and Ringway’s map
information. He would send Clir P Whatley a copytloé trialled map so far. Hannah Davies at
WCC Highways now had a copy of the Suckley Paristind map. However, the Clerk agreed
to go ahead with a request for a copy of the WC® Ma Freedom of Information regulations.

Report from District Clirs — Dist Cllr Sarah Rouse reported to the meetingost of her time
and that of the other District Clirs was devoteddsponding to Covid community problems in
the district, especially dealing with a wide ramd&sovernment Grants cascading down from
central Government. The Minor Injuries Unit atIMan Community Hospital had been
temporarily closed and staff relocated to Worc&eyal Hospital. The District Council needed
to set a budget for 2021/22, bearing in mind tleaincome had been received in the past year
from car parking charges. Despite Covid work, @meincil was still rolling out the revamp of
the Splash and Priory Park, and looking at a regeioa plan for the Town Centre.



Lengthsman - The Clerk reportedon the activities of the Lengthsman during Novere
December 2020. In November the Lengthsman hadedegullies of debris, mud and leaves
from Whitehouse Cross Roads to Blackhouse LanegrABRibad to Longley Green & Birchwood;
Cleared gullies of mud & hedge trimmings, and a@éditooding along Mousehole, and
Whitehouse Cross Roads. In December he had clgatkes of mud, silt and debris, and cleared
flooding where possible, along Acton and KnightwiRéads; Suckley Road Longley Green;
Blackhouse Lane; Mousehole to Acton; and geneddicked all round the parish to clear
flooding after heavy rain. ClIr R Hill suggestitdt as there were particular hot spots in the
Parish needing regular attention all year rounipathly maintenance programme could be
compiled, together with the Lengthsman, leaving sdlexibility for emergency situations. The
Council agreed with this suggestion. ClIr R Hijreed to draft a list for comment and meet the
Lengthsman to discuss this.

Footpaths — The Clerk reported that as requested she had wiittéhe Countryside Department
regarding using Metposts or perhaps all metal signfootpaths. She had circulated the
e-mailed response from Jon White the Senior PROfi¢&fwhich stated that the department
had tried using all metal signs but people didliketthem. He also requested that any damaged
signs be reported to the department for replacem@iie Clerk had received a complaint that the
metal gate to Footpath 647 near to Holloways entrdrad been padlocked. Helen Philpotts our
Footpaths Warden was dealing with this.

Local Police— ClIIr R Hooper had circulated the Jan — Decer@b20 Police Crime/Incidents
Stats to all the ClIrs. There were 40lincident®ss all the 11 parishes covered. Suckley had 4
incidents of theft, 1 each in February, March, Mayly 2020; 1 incident of anti-social behaviour
in July 2020 and 1 in December 2020.

01/21 MINUTES
The Minutes of the Parish Council Zoom Meeting heidd" November 2020 were approved and
signed. Proposed by ClIr A Lewis and seconded Imi(Mevenish.

02/21 HIGHWAYS & BYWAYS

The Clerk had circulated an update to Clirs redpalighways issues still outstanding up to the
end of December 2020 which had also been sent ©IIE® Tuthill and Hannah Davies at WCC
Highways. Hannah Davies had e-mailed the ClerkBhJanuary with a response. As
previously reported, some of the issues would eatdsolved until new funding in April 2021
and a number of problems had not been resolvedadoenfusion over the exact map locations.
The Clerk to circulate this response to Cllirs.

03/21 VAS CAMERA

The Clerk reported that as requested the VAS had beved to opposite the Nelson pub on 28
December 2020 for one week. It then moved badMfrick. No stats were yet available. A
new battery was on order via Alfrick Parish Coundihe Clerk had e-mailed PC Paul Kennedy
at West Mercia Police re speeding issues in Sucklegecially along the Knightwick Road. He
had forwarded this on to PCSO Martin Butcher, whd m turn sent the e-mail to Safer Roads
Partnership for evaluation.




04/21

CHARITY REPORTS

(@)

05/21

Brookes Memoarial Fund - The Clerk had forwarded an e-mail to Clirs from @y
Gaskell, the new administrator of the Brookes Meaid-und. After some discussion, it
was agreed that Bryony be invited to attend the RE Zoom meeting or"8larch.

The Clerk to obtain a copy of the latest set ofdmts, and to compile a list of questions
from Clirs regarding this Charity to send to Brydrefore the meeting.

COMMUNITY

(a)

(b)

(c)

06/21

Superfast Broadband— Clir P Whatley reported on his total disbehet outrage
regarding the actions of BT OpenReach over theH-d@&al for Longley Green after two
years of negotiation. He had been informed dh2écember 2020 by Worcs CC that
OpenReach had decided to supply FTTP to 10 praentiseongley Green and nearby on
a commercial basis (out of the 10 only 4 had esged an interest in FTTP). Ofi 5
January 2021 he received confirmation that OpeacRe decision meant that those 4
properties (2 business and 2 domestic propeti@d)}o be taken out of the grant-based
scheme. This left the business case for Longl@g®short of £20K grant funding and
therefore unviable. He had sent a letter roonalltinterested parties in Longley Green
explaining the situation and of his withdrawalnfrany future dealings with BT
OpenReach. Reporting on the Crews Hill Scheméir- LDevenish wanted to know
what was happening with the funding for BroadbaBtie and Clir A Lewis had now
been given a ludicrous scheme by BT OpenReacke-tifnes more expensive than the
original, and the new scheme didn’t include thepprrties that had signed up to the first
scheme. She would be e-mailing MP Harriet Bahdwith her complaints.

Parish Information Pack - ClIr A Lewis reported that she had struggledeés up to
date information for the Information Pack due matial Covid restrictions. The Council
agreed with ClIr A Lewis that rather than tryingrtesh things through, it would be better
to wait a while longer to get a good result.

Second Defibrillator at The Bruff - The Clerk had e-mailed Clirs regarding an
approach made bdrian Biggs, the Centre Manager at the Bruff fiatjfunding of a
second defibrillator. This would mean there wolkda defibrillator at each end of the
Parish. A discussion took place regarding not timdyinitial purchase/ownership of the
second defib but also the ongoing maintenance emstdocation on the Bruff site. Clir
R Hill agreed to speak to Adrian Biggs about thigpmsal and report back to the next
meeting.

FINANCE - The following cheques were approved :-

(@)

(b)
()

(d)

(e)

Proposed by ClIr C Luton and seconded by Clir lvérash

Gen Fund- D W Taylor, Clerk's expenses November/Decemi@02- £47.65;

R Wilks — Lengthsman October 2020 - £187.20 (plaid,to be approved);

R Wilks Lengthsman November 2020 — 172.80; R Wilkagthsman December 2020 (to
be advised); SPACE BFG Account — Donation from Qlo Z Tuthill via Suckley PC
Account - £200 (paid, but to be approved); HMRC RBAY Oct.Nov/Dec 2020 - 388.80;
VAT Refund to Playing Field Account via Suckley RCcount - £85.00

Playing Field — Npower — Direct Debit - £45.90

Accounts to 3¢' November 2020nere approved. Proposed by Clir P Griffiths and
seconded by Clir R Hill

Clerk's Salary Review - 2021/22 Clerk to be upgraded to 2020 SCP Grade 26s Thi
equates to gross £685.96 per month (annual gatasy£8,231.60). Proposed by Clir A
Lewis and seconded by CliIr L Devenish.

Precept 2021/22 -After consulting the forecast budget options/spsbaéts e-mailed to
Clirs, the Council agreed to keep the Precep2@@1/22 to the 2020/21 level of
£14,309.00 (i.e. no incregseProposed by Clir P Griffiths and seconded by CGreen.



07/21 PLAYING FIELD

@) Bin emptying/replacement - Cllr C Luton reported that Paul who mowed theyPArea
had agreed to empty the bins. She was lookimgthe cost of replacement bins to be
be fixed off the ground onto posts, and perhaggsfixed to the wall of the
Pavilion.

(b) Fencing — ClIr C Luton had obtained a quot€@45.00 + VAT from Duncan Reynolds
for erecting 6 ft wooden posts (with 2ft into tip@und) and stock netting. There would
be gap in the fencing to allow buggies etc. thipumyt it would not be wide enough to
allow cars to be driven onto the field. The Caduagreed with Clir C Luton that this was
a very reasonable quote and to go ahead witRribposed by ClIr P Griffiths and
seconded by ClIr R Hill. ClIr C Luton also repet mole activity again on the Playing
Field.

08/21 RISK ASSESSMENT
Clir P Whatley had been undertaking the Risk Agsesds as Clir J Green was in a Covid high
risk category. Nothing adverse to report at the mom

09/21 SUCKLEY CHURCH

CllIr A Lewis reported that thanks to the now contgdecentral heating, the Church had been a
warm place to be over Christmas. Funding was n@ailable for a sink and cupboard in the
tower. The next phase would be the installatioa tfilet and a small kitchenette. Clir L
Devenish reported that new stacking chairs had bedgred. Clir A Lewis confirmed that the
Church was open for private prayer only.

10/21 SUCKLEY SCHOOL

Clir L Devenish reported that the new Head Teat¢taden Field had sent her an e-mail giving
some personal and career background informatioraangpdate following the school closure. A
catch up curriculum had been put together, and thive nurture room had been moved into the
previous staff room and was being decorated amished. The next project would be outdoor
provision for Early Years. The Forest School drad also been well used. An Open Morning
was held on "8 October following Covid 19 restrictions, with atiuer Open Evening planned for
16" October. The School has 84 pupils on the roll strelwas looking for a new intake in
September of 12 pupils. The school only had 1Z2htwuprepare for the national lockdown, but
thanks to the support from Local Trusts and Clewithe school was able to purchase 3 laptops
for families who did not have remote access. Tl was open for vulnerable children and
children of key workers, with numbers attendingyirag from day to day, the highest being 19.
The Autumn term proved difficult with adjusting hew Covid safe guidelines, and with this
recent lockdown staff were working long hours toyide remote learning.

11/21 PLANNING
As CllIr R Hill had declared a pecuniary interesthie following application, he left the meeting.
The Council considered the application :-

(@) App No: 20/01918/HP
Location: Stonehouse, Longley Green, Suckley, Wov&R6 5DU
Proposal: Erection of a portal framed garage.

The Council considered this application and hadlnjections to it. The Clerk to notify Malvern
Hills Planning Department.



For information only:-

(b) The Nook, Birchwood, Storridge, Malvern WR13AHRef No: 20/00544/HP
Proposed removal; of garage and 2 porches. Breofigarage, single storey side
extension and two storey extension. Change agistormers to pitched. MHDC has
Refusedthis application.

(© Threshers Barn, Suckley, Worcs WR6 5DW. Ref RAw01397/LB. Proposed
installation of replacement windows and patio ddorsouthern elevation only. MHDC
Planning hag\pproved this Application.

12/21 MATTERS FOR FUTURE AGENDA -
None raised

DATE OF NEXT MEETING — Monday 8" March 2021 (via Zoom)



