
Hanley Castle Parish Council 

Minutes of the Meeting of the Parish Council held on Thursday, 15th June 2017 at Hanley Swan Village Hall, starting at 19:00.

Present: Councillors: Sue Roberts (Chairman), Bob Lamb, John Taverner, Alex Walker, Wendy Roberts-Powell, Sarah Darwent, Sue Adeney & Alison Bolton 

Apologies: Peter Goodyear (PPW), DCllr Andrea Morgan, Gigi Field (Pond Warden)

In Attendance:  	Mrs Rebecca Abunassar (clerk), DCllr Mike Morgan, Marjorie Nelson (PPW) Phil Grove (South Worcestershire Ambassador for the Police & Crime Commissioner) 

79/17 Welcome: The Chairman welcomed all present to the June Meeting of the Parish Council. She accepted the apologies submitted to the Clerk. She was pleased to welcome Phil Grove to his first meeting of the Parish Council 

80/17 Declarations of Interest & Dispensation Requests from Councillors
a)  Register of Interests: Councillors were reminded that they should have updated their register of interests and sent them to the Monitoring Officer at MHDC. 
b)  To declare any Disclosable Pecuniary Interests in items on the agenda and their nature: None Declared
c)  To declare any Other Disclosable Interests in items on the agenda and their nature: None Declared
d) To consider and agree all requests from Councillors for the Council to Grant a Dispensation (S33 of the Localism Act 2011) – None Received

81/17 	Minutes:  The Minutes of the Annual Meeting held on 15th May 2017 had been previously circulated and the minutes were approved and signed.

82/17 	Matters Arising & Progress Reports not Listed elsewhere on the 
Agenda:
Min 98c/15: Speed Check on Welland Road & Min 88b/16: The issues around the Pond, Coverfield & the Green: Cllr Taverner introduced Phil Grove, the South Worcestershire Ambassador for the Police & Crime Commissioner to the Parish Council and invited him to address the Council. Mr Grove talked about the 8 points that were put to the PCC and updated the Council on the points they felt they were responsible for taking action over. He said that enforcement of speeding was being done and would be ongoing. The remainder were with WCC and CCllr Wells’ support would be required. He clarified that he would become the main contact between the PCC and the Parish Council going forward and would send the Clerk a contact list of who was responsible for each area that the Council was likely to have to deal with. He went on to talk about Community Watch and suggested that it was the way forward for the parish. He explained how it worked and that a Community Ambassador’s grant of £1000 might be available to assist. It was agreed that the Clerk & Cllr Darwent would make contact with the organisers. 
Mr Grove finished by reiterating that he would be the main contact for the Parish Council and Parishioners and would support the Parish in their campaign to reduce speed through the villages.  
ACTION: The Clerk to contact Safer Roads regarding Community Watch Campaign. Phil Grove to provide a who’s who list. 
Min 124/16: Royal British Legion Subsidence Claim – An application to fell 5 oak trees had been submitted to MHDC Planning. The Parish Council agreed to strongly object to the application and request that it went before the Planning Committee. DCllr Mike Morgan said that he would recommend that that happened. It was noted that there was a hollowing on the opposite side of the building to the marked trees which was close to the damage on the building. It appeared to be left following the removal of a tree. The question was asked as to whether a tree had been removed in the past and whether it was the removal of the tree that had led to the damage of the building. It was also agreed to contact the management of the British Legion and inform them of the Parish Council’s objection to the application to fell the trees. It was also agreed to appoint a structural engineer and to make sure that if they were felled that it would prevent further damage as the Councillors were concerned that the trees would be cut down in vain. Councillors were asked for recommendations of local Structural Engineers to be forwarded to the Clerk. DCllr Morgan suggested contacting Sandra Hudson in the Property Dept. at MHDC to seek her advice. The Clerk had spoken to the Parish Council’s Insurers and they were referring it to their specialist area for advice.    
ACTION: The Clerk to continue to liaise with both Insurers, Cllr Roberts to contact the British Legion Management Committee, DCllr Morgan to request it the TPOA goes before the Planning Committee. The Clerk to Object to the application.  
MIN 129e/16: APP/E1855/X/16/3147848 - Waste Incinerator, Hangman’s Lane, Hanley Castle. Cllr Lamb updated the Parish Council on the meeting that had been held with Mr Styles to which the notes had been circulated. The Clerk confirmed that previous minutes had been checked and that Cllr Harcombe had always declared his interest in the site when it appeared on the agenda and did not take part in any decisions in relation to matters discussed regarding the site. Cllr Lamb asked that this was reported back to Mr Styles.
ACTION : The Clerk to contact Mr Styles and advise that declarations of interest were made by Cllr Harcombe prior to any business regarding the site being discussed.
Min 151a/16: BT Phone Box Adoption – Cllrs Walker & Bolton had met with Andrea and she confirmed she was happy to look after the Box and several ideas for its future use were made. It was agreed that prior to use it required maintenance work on it and Cllr Roberts said that she would organise for the work to be done. It was agreed that its current location would be ‘given a go’ but consideration for moving it to a more frequented location might be made in the future to maximise its use.
ACTION: Cllr Roberts to organise maintenance work on the phone box. 

83/17 Finance:   
a) Payment of Accounts:  Members approved the payments of accounts as in the presented schedule in Appendix 1.
b) Notification of receipts received: None Received
c) Internal Audit: The Clerk had met with the Internal Auditor who checked and verified the accounts. The Clerk was asked to email the Parish Council’s thanks to the Internal Auditor.

84/17 Planning:   
a) To Consider the following applications referred by MHDC for consultation: 

	Application Number
	Location
	Proposal

	17/00865/TPOA
	The Royal British Legion, Coverfield, Hanley Swan, 
	Fell five oak trees

	17/00516/HP
	Cherry Tree Cottage, Picken End, Hanley Swan WR8 0DQ
	Proposed single storey extension to south elevation and form opening in existing wall. Proposed reinstatement of door to north porch in lieu of window. Proposed relocation of doorway in internal modern partition between hall B and proposed kitchen area including facilities repair to historic frame. Relocation of existing kitchen.



The TPOA was discussed and minuted under item 82/17. No objections were raised against 17/00516/HP.

ACTION: The Clerk to respond to MHDC planning

b)  To consider under the Scheme of Delegation any Planning Applications received  
between the publication of the agenda and the Meeting:
 None Received

c) Details of Decision Notices Received to-date:  - 

	17/00138/HP
	7 Westmere, Hanley Swan, Worcester,
 WR8 0DG
	Erection of single storey study extension to side elevation and small cloakroom extension to front elevation and single storey rear extension
	Approved



d) Details of enforcement action: None

e) Details of Appeal Notices Received: 

16/01305/FUL – Home Farm, Blackmore Park, Hanley Swan
			Erection of a storage building and change of use 

The Parish Council did not wish to make any additional comments to the ones made on the previous application.

85/17	Highway Matters
 Road Safety Matters– Cllr Darwent updated the other Councillors on the Committee’s activities. They had met and their draft Terms of Reference were approved. She discussed the Welcome Gates which would cost £5000, CCllr Tom Wells had pledged £1000 which would mean £4000 coming from the Parish Council funds if it was decided to install Welcome Gates. The count-down signs were agreed to be the best method of highlighting the change of speed limit and would be requested. The Clerk said that a request had been made to the Three Counties for a contribution towards a new VAS.
Works for the Lengthsman - The VAS had been sent off to SWARCO for repair. The Lengthsman had looked at the sites for the VAS and was concerned about one location in Hanley Castle. He felt it was too low and a temptation for vandalism. He would look into trying to extend the pole. He had also been cutting back vegetation from the cycle ways.  
Reports: It was noted that the footpath between No.1 Roberts End and Holloway had been damaged by the Grass Cutting Team and it was asked that this be reported to Hannah Davies, the new Highways Liasion Officer. It was also requested that the poor repair of Gilberts End be reported to her and ask if she would like to visit the Parish to see the problem areas. 
ACTION : Report the issues raised to Hannah Davies.
Work by Tara, Roberts End – The 4 plastic posts to prevent vehicle erosion had arrived and would be installed. Cllr Darwent had reported it via the Hub as a drainage issue and had had an initial response that they were investigating the matter and photos had been taken. She would continue to pursue the issue with them.
ACTION: The Cllr Darwent to liaise with the officers investigating.
Bowling Green to Church End – The footpath continued to be a problem and would be reported to Hannah.



86/17  	District & County Councillors Reports
a. District Cllr Morgan: Cllr M Morgan advised it was all change at MHDC following the elections. David Chambers was the Leader, Melanie Baker was the Deputy and Andrea Morgan was Deputy Chairman of the Council. He talked about the Upton Car Park fiasco and the inability to enforce speed limits on private land. 
b. County Cllr Tom Wells:  Member not present.

87/17	Report of the:
a. [bookmark: _GoBack]Parish Paths & Tree Warden – Peter Goodyear’s report was read out by the Clerk. Marjorie Nelson talked about a meeting that had been held with other Parish Paths Wardens. She advised that funding had been found for the Way Markers and The Countryside Services Team would provide the materials for the steps by the Badger Setts in Gilberts End which required repair. 
b. Playing Field Warden (Graham Holmes) –  An issue with children climbing one of the trees had been reported and it was agreed to ask Peter Goodyear to look at the tree. The acquiring of the Kickboard was still ongoing. It was agreed to seek quotations for better signage for ‘No Dogs Allowed’ as it was being ignored.
ACTION: Cllr Roberts to investigate if the Kickboard could be built locally. The Clerk to ask the Tree Warden to look at the tree by the play area. The Clerk to get signage quotations.
c. Local Police -	No report provided. 
d. Pond Warden – The Pond Warden had asked for permission to maintain the benches by the pond. It was agreed that permission would be granted and that the cost of materials used would be reimbursed.
 
88/17	Environmental Matters
Report of the Environmental Working Group: Cllr Adeney suggested that the Parish Council look into the costs of purchasing of St Gabriels’ Wood if it were to become available and the provision of a cycle path in light of the section 106 funding restraints.
ACTION: Investigations to be made into the costs involved.   
 
89/17	Neighbourhood Development Plan – Cllr Bob Lamb advised that the consultation period had finished and there was no requirement to do an S.E.A. The next stage was to go through the responses that had been received.

90/17 Correspondence	
 a) S/106 & CIL Policy – The communication had been circulated. Cllr Lamb reminded Councillors that if the NDP was passed the Parish Council would get 25% of any future contributions. 

91/17 	Topics raised by Councillors, Committees, Clerk & Parishioners –
a) The Village Shop & Post Office was up for sale and it was agreed to apply to MHDC to place it one the Assets of Community Value Asset Register.
b) Review of the Standing Orders – The Council reviewed the Standing Orders and agreed that no amendments were required.
ACTION: The Clerk to get the appropriate paperwork to register it.
c) Defibrillators – Cllr Adeney suggested that a list of all defibrillators within the parish was produced. All were in agreement. 
ACTION: Cllr Adeney to produce a list.
  
 92/17 	Councillors reports and items for future agenda: Welcome Pack

93/17    Date of Next Scheduled Meeting:	20th July 2017 
  




          								Signed   ………………………………   Date: 20th July 2017
		
			             					                  Chairman

Appendix 1:	Schedule of Payments & Receipts 15th June 2017


Payment of Accounts:  The under mentioned accounts were approved:   

	
	
	

	
	
	
	

	1569
	ELMS
	Pathway Work
	400.00

	1570
	Open Spaces
	Annual Subscrption
	45.00

	1571
	New Farm Ground Maintenance
	May Cuts
	693.60

	1572
	Rebecca Abunassar
	June Clerk Duties
	410.00

	1573
	Rebecca Abunassar
	Verge Posts & Stationery
	88.56

	
	
	Total
	1637.16






Signed   ………………………………………       Date:  20th July 2017
                       			                  Chairman





29/2017

