

LEIGH AND BRANSFORD PARISH COUNCIL

Minutes of the meeting of Leigh and Bransford Parish Council held at Leigh and Bransford Memorial Hall at 7.00pm on Tuesday 27 January 2015.
Present:           
Mr J Sharp (chairman)


Mr S Seymour

Mr M Gloster



Ms S Rouse
Mr G Jones



Mr P Hawkins


Mr B Porter



Mrs A Jones 


Mr R Husband



5 members of the public (part meeting)

District Councillor Mr A Warburton (part meeting)

County Councillor Mr P Tuthill (part meeting)

1. WELCOME AND APOLOGIES
The chairman welcomed everyone to the meeting. There were apologies from Mr K Suttill and Mr D Hughes.
2. DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST AND CHANGES TO THE REGISTER OF INTERESTS
Mr G Jones and Mr P Hawkins declared an interest in item 6.c.14/27 – Land at Hop Pole Green.
3. OPEN FORUM 
The Open Forum was deferred until later in the meeting.
4.
MINUTES OF THE MEETINGS HELD ON 23rd SEPTEMBER 2014
Having previously been circulated, an alteration was made to page 407, item 11. The minutes were then confirmed and signed by the Chairman. 

5.
 REPORTS OF REPRESENTATIVES OF OTHER BODIES

a) Worcestershire County Council
General updates: Mr P Tuthill gave updates on developments relating to Worcestershire Fire Service and the Energy from Waste facility at Hartlebury. 
Malvern road/ Hereford road junction: In relation to the Malvern Vale site, Mr Tuthill reported that engineers had considered the need for traffic lights at the Malvern Road/Hereford Road junction in Leigh Sinton and decided they would be unnecessary. The chairman was pleased that this decision had been made, but asked about the possibility of using the s106 funds to provide a filter lane and a bay for the school bus instead. He asked Mr Tuthill to copy the parish council in to the decision.
Education consultation: Mr Tuthill reported that three schools had come forward: Leigh Sinton Primary, Somers Park Primary and Northleigh Primary, and of these Leigh Sinton appeared to be the front runner. If confirmed he expressed the hope that building work would commence in the summer.

Highways matters (brought forward from item 7a)

1. Request for weigh limit reduction on Lower Howsell Road – It was noted that the 7.5k limit already in place appears to be adequate and that few large vehicles use the road.

2. VAS sign operation – Dragon’s Cross – The matter was discussed, it being noted that the situation is complicated as the sign is now in a 40mph zone and a new unit would need to be purchased.
 

3. Installation of white gates – The white gates have now been installed.

4. Visibility fencing obscured opposite Stocks Lane – The overgrown vegetation has now been cut back.

5. Overhanging trees – corner Malvern Road/Worcester Road – The tree in question is overhanging the pavement on the corner, close to the pub. The property is empty and the owner is away.

6. Bransford – removal from road signs –.Mr Tuthill noted that generally councillors did not get involved with decisions made by councillors in other areas and Mr Warburton suggested that the signs had been covered to minimise traffic through the Sparrow Hall Lane development. It was suggested that a solution might be to have a new sign installed at the traffic lights in Powick – the clerk to write to Mr Tuthill requesting this.

7. Request for double yellow lines – Clewer Croft – carry forward to next meeting.

8. Request for short term parking space – Chinese Takeaway, Hereford Rd, Leigh Sinton – carry forward to next meeting.

10. Speeding on A449 – carry forward to next meeting.

The chairman gave an update on the BT cables in Leigh – Open Reach has replaced the ducting and cabling but positioned it exactly as it had been previously, hence he was concerned that the same damage would reoccur.

b) Malvern Hills District Council
Mr Warburton outlined the changes proposed for Worcestershire Hub which would involve services being farmed out to a private company. The matter was discussed and the view expressed that this would result in deterioration in the service. Mr Warburton reported that a policy group had suggested a return to the local in-house service, as provided before the creation of the hub, would be preferable. The consensus amongst the parish council was that this would be a better option. 

Proposed changes to the way redundancy payments for council employees are calculated were discussed. Mr Warburton noted that the council currently had discretion to enhance redundancy payments and expressed the view that this was wrong and that the payments made should be as required by law. The parish council expressed agreement with this view.

The chairman read out a report supplied by Mr Hughes. Mr Hughes drew attention to the ongoing SWDP examination hearings, detailed on the SWDP website, and also noted that the joint CEO transition period is now complete and fully operational – though the consensus of the meeting was that this would probably take longer. 

Mr Seymour raised concern that planning applications for single dwellings seem to be being refused by officers without going to committee, even when fully supported by the parish council, referring to the recent application at Guinness Park Farm. The view was expressed that this is because they are outside the development plan, and Mr Warburton asked the clerk to copy him in to all correspondence regarding this application.

Mr Tuthill and Mr Warburton left the meeting at 8.00pm.

The meeting was closed at this point for the open forum 

14/01169/OUT 
- Hop Pole Green

Residents expressed the view that the adverse impacts associated with the plan far outweigh the benefits. The only positive aspect of the scheme is that it is for bungalows, however, these will be large and very expensive and therefore will not meet the needs of local residents looking to downsize and remain in the village. The view was also expressed that the bungalows are unsustainable, particularly in view of the very limited public transport available to Leigh Sinton residents, and that the environmental and visual impact of the development will be very negative.

The residents expressed the view that there had been no attempt to engage with or consult local people. It was also noted that the reasons given by the inspector for refusal of the original planning application at the site were still valid and should be raised again in this case.
Mr Jones, speaking as a resident, raised the issue of drainage and problems with the capacity of the sewage system. He noted that there had previously been ponds in the field, which had been filled, and that there was now nowhere for excess rainwater to drain to. He also reported that after heavy rain the sewage system is unable to cope and raw sewage overflows onto the main road.
Mr Hawkins, also speaking as a resident, expressed the view that the development would be environmentally detrimental to the area, noting that the site is open countryside and that mature hedging has already been destroyed. 

Concern was also expressed that the development is outside the settlement boundary and that if building goes ahead it will leave the way open for further development in the adjacent field.

The meeting was resumed. Mr Jones and Mr Hawkins, having expressed an interest in application 14/01169/OUT, sat in the public area and took no part in parish council discussion on that application.

6.
PLANNING
            Mr Seymour took over as chair for this section of the meeting.

a) Minutes of the planning committee meeting held on 16 December 2014.
Having previously been circulated, the minutes were accepted and signed.

b) Matters arising from previous minutes

· Bransford s106 funds – No update
· 14/01491/FUL – It was noted that a response had had to be made before the meeting and the parish council had supported the application for single accommodation and toilets for use by users of the football pitches.
c) Planning applications received.

	L&B         ref
	MHDC ref
	Application
	Location 
	 PC

 recommendation
	Summary of reasoning

	14/27
	14/01169/OUT
	Outline application to erect four bungalows with some matters reserved except for access
	Land at Hop Pole Green
Leigh Sinton

WR13 5DP
	 Refusal
	Note 1.

	14/28
	15/00001/HOU
	Upper floor extension and replacement of existing roof
	Horizons

Leigh

WR6 5LB
	 Approval
	Note 2.

	14/29
	14/01718/FUL
	Erection of an ‘Eco Hangar’ to house a motor glider (plane) at existing airfield
	Land at Ashfields

Leigh Sinton
	 Refusal
	Note 3.


Note 1. 

The application was discussed, taking into consideration the comments made by residents in the Open Forum. Attention was drawn to the following matters:
· The bungalows proposed are too large and expensive to be useful for downsizing and therefore do not meet local needs

· The sewage infrastructure will not support additional development

· The turning area proposed on the plans is unsuitable for larger vehicles

· All of the objections previously cited by the Inspector still apply

· There is no affordable housing

· Ecological issues – the parish council has already raised a complaint regarding the removal of the hedge and has now been told that what happens as a result of that will now be predicated by the outcome of this application

· The development is unsustainable and residents would be dependent on the use of cars

· Breach of the existing settlement boundary.

Mr Gloster proposed that the parish council recommend refusal, Mr Husband seconded and it was agreed unanimously. The clerk was asked to draft a response and circulate for approval.

It was also noted that the timescale given to local residents to respond to the application, over the Christmas and New Year period, had made it very difficult for them to formulate a response.

Note 2.

It was suggested that approval be conditional upon the upper floor extension being clad in timber to minimise the visual impact of the building from the road.

Note 3.

The plans and photos of the site were considered. It was noted that the building requested would be a permanent structure, very large and visible from the road. It was also noted that although the structure is described as an eco-hangar, the plans only refer to photovoltaic being installed at some point in the future.

It was noted that several objections had been made by local residents.

Mr Sharp recommended refusal of the application on the basis that the building requested is excessively large and is an inappropriate and unsustainable development on agricultural land. Mr Hawkins seconded and the proposal was passed nine in favour to none against, with two abstentions.
d) Planning decisions received from MHDC

14/01533/HOU

1 Hop Pole Green

Replacement of garden wall
Approved

It was noted that planning application 14/01335/FUL – for a single home at The Dell, will go before the next NADCM.

Mr Gloster reported that a development that received planning permission as garage in the past year is now being rented out as accommodation (14/00304/HOU). The clerk was asked to inform to the enforcement officer.
Mr Sharp resumed the role of chairman at this point.

7.
TO RECEIVE UPDATES ON MATTERS ARISING IN PREVIOUS MINUTES

a) Highways Matters
- Dealt with under item 5a.
b) Damage to BT cables – Leigh – Dealt with under 5a.
c) Applications for co-option – Bransford ward – Since elections will take place in May it was decided that this item should be withdrawn from the agenda.
d) Parish council contact details and security procedures –.Carry forward to next meeting.
e) Provision of allotments – Mr Seymour agreed to speak to Mr Tooby regarding use of his land.
f) Alleged planning breach – Lower Interfields (OS 7789 5008) – The chairman read out a letter from the enforcement officer confirming that the existing enforcement notice is being complied with and that no further action would be taken.
g) Hedge removal at Hop Pole Green –.Following discussion it was decided that since the hedge had  been removed without permission, during the nesting season, the clerk should write requesting that this matter be dealt with separately rather than as part of the planning application for the site. 
h) Renovations to Bransford Play Area – The first phase of renovation is complete and it was noted that it is getting a lot of use.
i) Overgrown hedge – 3 black & white cottages, Hereford Road. – The chairman outlined a recent incident where a pedestrian forced to walk at the edge of the footpath had been clipped by a passing van. The incident had been discussed with the highways liaison engineer who had advised that the matter should be reported via the hub and a letter from WCC to the owner of the hedge requested. However, the highways representative who examined the site responded that there was no problem and no action needed to be taken. The chairman reported that he had contacted the highways liaison engineer again, stating that WCC would probably now be liable if any future incident occurred.
Mrs Jones also noted that she had spoken with the owner of the property, but that he had not been able to approach the tenants.
j) Grit bin – Orchard Way – The grit bin is now in place.
k) Jubilee Garden – The planting is now complete, except for some perennials in the spring. Mr Husband proposed a budget of £750 be set for this, Mr Gloster seconded and it was passed eight in favour to one against. It was also noted that a piece had been included in The Sphere asking for suggestions for a centrepiece for the garden.
l) Caravans sited on fields near Hoopers Close – The caravans have now moved.
m) Condition of pavements – Leigh Sinton – All of the defects in Hoopers Close have been reported and are being dealt with. It was noted that the pavement between the shop and Kiln Lane is in poor condition, as is the stretch between Lynn Close and Clewer Croft (opposite side of road) and outside the entrance to Pipe Elm Cottages (opposite Lynn Close).
8.
PARISH PROFILE

New parish profiles have been published on the MHDC website. It was noted that the population of the parish is aging and the number of single person households is increasing. Considerations for the future included care and support for older people, minimising social isolation, sustaining and developing public transport, and ensuring access to support services for deprived residents. It was agreed the matter should be taken forward to the next meeting for further discussion.
9.
FINANCE

a)   Accounts paid 

Urban Recreation

Playground equipment



£7,110.00


J Barker


Clerk – December



£621.70


BGS



Lengthsman – November


£213.00


BGS



VAS – November



£18.50


J Sharp



Re-imbursement for trees 


£49.50


b)   Accounts passed for payment

BGS



Lengthsman – December


£186.00


BGS



VAS – December



£14.00


39Adam Taylor Services
white gate installation



£440.00


Guy Sterry


Jubilee Garden – final invoice


£750.00


Viking



Office supplies




£60.85


J Barker


Clerk – January




£713.68

It was noted that the clerk’s pay had increased to £20,253 pro rata from 1st January 2015 in line with the latest NALC pay agreement, and a one off lump sum of £100 pro rata had also been paid in January.
12. 
TO RECEIVE REPORTS FROM COMMITTEES & WORKING GROUPS
a. Footpath working Group – No report
b. Memorial Hall – The committee is obtaining quotes for replacement of the kitchen. A method by which the heating can be operated remotely is also being sought.
c. Community Resilience Working Group –.No report
13.
COUNCILLOR’S REPORTS
Mr Porter requested permission to use the parish council projector on 27th February when his daughter is giving a talk for The British Legion. It was agreed that he should take it after the planning meeting on 24th February and return it for the March meeting.
Mr Gloster raised the issue of community consultation re the Kiln Lane development and expressed concern that residents were not being kept informed. Mr Seymour confirmed that the developers would be asked to organise a consultation with the village before submitting any further plan. He expressed the view that a full meeting before more was known about the developer’s intentions could easily raise hopes or concerns about matters that will not take place. It was agreed that once a consultation is planned as many residents as possible are involved in the process. 

The chairman noted that the VAS is currently away for repair. He has requested that the trigger points be raised to 35mph and 45mph, which would represent a level at which action can be taken.  

13.
DATE AND TIME OF NEXT MEETING 


Planning Committee meeting - Tuesday 24 February 2015.
Parish Council Meeting – Tuesday 24 March 2015.
Both 7.00pm at Leigh & Bransford Memorial Hall.


Chairman.............................................

Date..................................................
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