At a Meeting of Lower Broadheath Parish Council

 Held in the Village Hall on Monday 1st September 2014 at 7.30pm

Present: Mrs. B. Beard (Chairman)                
   Mr. M.Wedd (Vice Chairman)

   Mr. B. Barber 
   Mrs. A. Carver
               Mrs J. Davison      
   Mr N. Griffiths

   Mr. J. Steel      
   Mrs M. Warfield               
   Cllr R. Bass 
   Cllr P Swinburn

   Cllr P Grove        

               Mr. M. Davis – Clerk

Declaration of Interests:  Mr Griffiths declared a non pecuniary interest in the planning application for The Oaks, Bell Lane.               

Apologies: Mrs J. Faiers and Mr M.Wattis               
Minutes: It was proposed by Mr Wedd seconded Barber and resolved that the minutes of the meeting held on the 7th July 2014 having been circulated were approved and signed by the Chairman.
County Councillor’s report: Cllr Grove reported that the free school meals for up to 7 year olds at primary schools was on target. He was pleased that modifications had been made to the bus survice cut backs following representations from residents. The Parish Conference is to be held on the 29th October at County Hall at 6.30pm. 
District Councillors’ report: The additional land needed to satisfy the inspector’s requirements had been agreed so the approval of the plan should proceed without delay.
The Norton Parkway railway station scheme had received approval and with completion likely in 2017. The Homestead was being sold with the new owner prepared to meet the planning concerns. Wychavon and Malvern District Councils were currently sharing services and this is likely to be extended to reduce overheads. Concern was expressed about the standard of some planning applications and Cllr Swinburn explained that planning officers had to use their best endeavours to interpret the intentions of the applicant.
Matters arising from the minutes of the 7th July 2014:  
Public Rights of Way and Footpaths:  Mrs Carver reported that the paths were generally in good condition. There was an ongoing problem with dog mess. Mr Barber reported materials left following work by Western Power, the clerk to write.
Highways: Mr Wedd advised that he had received the Speed Indicator sign. The batteries specified were not available so alternatives have been supplied on a trial basis. A lap top is needed to operate the system. The equipment would be tested with a report back on 6th October. 
The hedge on Martley Road from the Church to Hallow Lane needed to be cut back. The clerk to contact Festival housing.

Mr Fitz Hugh has not cut his hedge so the hedge from Eastbury Cottages (opposite the food factory) to the city boundary will be reported to WCC for action.

Allotments: Mr Steel advised that the lengthsman had cut back the vegetation on the footpath such that his tractor could now keep it clear. 3 large ash trees needed to be felled or reduced in height. It was proposed Mr Steel, seconded Mr Wedd and resolved that and order would be placed for the trees to be felled at a cost of about £2,000. 

The clerk to write to the adjoining house owners. A quote for replacement fence and gates of £1,400 had been received. Mr Steel to look into this further. Mrs Davison agreed to speak to Mr Butt with regard to the joint path.

Anti Social Behaviour:  No reports

Village Hall: The returns for the survey on the proposed sports hall had been excellent. Wi Fi was now available in the village hall.
SWDP: Discussed under District Councillors’ report.
Broadheath Common: Mr Wedd reported that he had met Keith Stokes-Smith had agreed to fell several dangerous trees on the common. The clerk to liaise with Mr Wedd on the “Broadheath Common” bank account.
Vicarage Green: An Oak tree in the Vicarage hedgerow was in need of attention, Mr steel to speak to the owners.
Suspension of Standing Orders: Concern was expressed by Mr Nicholls and other residents of Sling Lane concerning work undertaken at the Oaks and the current planning application. Cllrs Swinburn and Bass agreed to take up the issues raised with the planning officers. 
Correspondence: A letter had been received from George Butt (aged 9) with a request for goal posts on the allotment field. The clerk to write advising that it was thought the Vicarage Green football facities were preferable.
Planning applications for consideration:
	Applications

Application No.

Address

Type of work
Comments 
14/00891/FUL

Lovington Villa

Lovington Lane

New stables. Change of use of field to rear from agricultural land to private equestrian land. Widen existing access and provide stone track.

1*
14/00182/HOU

Willow House

Crown East Lane

Extensions to rear, front and side, erection of double garage and internal and external alterations.

2*
14/01020/HOU

24 Jacomb Road

Revised scheme for 14/00448/HOU

Recommend Approval
14/00957/PDU

The Oaks

Bell Lane

Change of use of agricultural building to dwelling house

3*
14/01093/HOU

Penryn

Grange Lane

Car port to be added to approved garaging

Application has been approved



*1  Lovington Villa

The Parish Council objected to the absence of information concerning:

a. Materials of construction for the proposed Stable block

b. Drainage treatment from the changes proposed to the site

c. Proposed means of collection and disposal of stable manure.

d. Turning circle details for vehicles potentially towing horse boxes accessing the site from a narrow, single track lane.

*2 Recommend Refusal : Frontage of the proposal is out of line with the neighbouring properties and is excessively imposing on neighbouring properties. It is intrusive and unsympathetic to the area.
*3 Recommend Refusal: However there are concerns about:

The Parish Council objected to the application in respect of:

a. The proposed development is in the open countryside

b. The National Policy Guidelines allows redevelopment of existing agricultural buildings, but not their demolition. This applicant clearly intends demolition.

Decision
	Application No.
	Address
	Type of work
	Decision

	14/00448/HOU
	24 Jacomb Road
	Front extension to garage, new garage roof, domestic rear ground floor extension
	Approved

	14/00827/HOU
	Penryn

Grange Lane
	Garaging
	Approved

	14/00754/FUL
	Torrington 

Bell Lane
	Change of use of land to residential
	Approved

	14/00705/HOU
	2A Jacomb Road
	Conversion of existing integral garage to reception room
	Approved

	14/00790/HOU
	Grange Cottage, Grange Lane
	Single storey rear extension
	Approved

	14/00602/HOU
	The Old Police House, Martley Road
	Two storey side extension and single storey conservatory extension to side
	Approved

	13/00878/FUL
	Bell Lane
	Erection of 48 dwellings, etc
	Approved


Finance: to consider: 
a) Accounts for payment:
It was proposed by Mr Steel, seconded by Mrs Carver and resolved to pay the following outstanding accounts:
1.Nora Parsons Day Centre –Donation


                    £300.00

2. Smart Cut – Grass cutting May & June



         £252.00




Grounds maintenance May & June


         £324.96
        




Total



         £576.96


3. Grant Thornton – Audit 2014  




        £240.00

4. Lower Broadheath Memorial Hall




         £32.00

5. WDBF Glebe Account – Vicarage Green (29/9/14 to 24/3/15)
        £225.00

6. Parish Lengthsman

a) Charges Recoverable from Worcestershire County Council

Mr S Skeys   -   Work during June, July & August 2014                           £504.00

M Davis -      Scheme Admin June, July & August 2014                            £34.65

                                                                                                WCC Total £538.65

b) Charges due from Lower Broadheath Parish Council

            Mr S Skeys  -  Rubbish Bins, etc June, July & August 2014                     £168.00
  

   Mowing Allotments June, July & August 2014                 £210.00 

                                                                                                     Total         £378.00

7. Wescotec – Supply Speed sign batteries etc


         £2,955.00

8. Mr M Wedd – supply locks for speed signs


             £21.98

9. Mrs J Wilson – Newsletter




        
            £100.00


· Items 2, 3  and 4 were paid on 15th August 2014

b) External Auditor’s Report and c) Adoption of accounts for 2013/2014


The external audit of the accounts had been completed and approved by Grant Thornton. 
It was proposed by Mr Barber, seconded Mr Steel and resolved to adopt the audited accounts for 2013/2014.
Date of Next meeting:  Date of next meeting: 6th October 2014 at 7.30pm.            
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