
NEWLAND PARISH COUNCIL

Minutes of the meeting of Newland Parish Council held in the Library of The Beauchamp Community at 7.30pm, Monday 20th January 2014.
Present:
Mrs H Jeavons (chair)


Mr T Yapp






Mr T Roome



Mr D Reynolds






Mr S Patterson
1.
WELCOME AND APOLOGIES

The Chairman welcomed everyone to the meeting. There were apologies from Mr Jenkins and Mrs Craze.
2.
DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST 
There were no changes to the Register of Interests or Gifts and Hospitality. 
3.
MINUTES OF THE PREVIOUS MEETING

The minutes of the Parish Council meeting held on 18th November 2013 were accepted as a correct record of the proceedings and signed by the chairman.
4.
TO RECEIVE THE REPORTS OF REPRESENTATIVES OF OTHER BODIES

Item to be dealt with later in the meeting.

5.
TO RECEIVE UPDATES ON MATTERS ARISING IN PREVIOUS MINUTES


a) SDWP and proposed urban extension

The revised SWDP is yet to be submitted. There was general discussion of the planning situation in Malvern Hills District, it being noted that two contested applications in Powick have been passed.


b) Neighbourhood plan


The chairman confirmed that she had been in contact with Guarlford and Madresfield parish councils and that both had expressed interested in developing a plan. She outlined the steps that would need to be taken to get a plan to the stage at which it could be submitted to the MHDC planning department, noting that approval would need to be obtained from a majority of residents and the first step would be to distribute a letter to all households in the parish.

The chairman proposed that the parish council proceed with the production of a plan, Mr Roome seconded and all were in favour.
c) Vehicle activated speed sign
Mr Yapp had arranged to meet with Mr Brienza, the WCC highways liaison engineer, on 29th January. Mr Brienza had expressed an interest in seeing potential sites in Guarlford on the same day and the chairman agreed to provide Mr Yapp with contact details.

The clerk was asked to confirm that the Lengthsman, Barry Bennett, is prepared to move the sign around. The chairman suggested putting a notice on the notice boards and in The Swan explaining that in response to local concerns about speeding the parish council has arranged to have a VAS sited in the village.
It was noted that there is as yet no further information on the possible availability of speed guns for use in parishes, but that the chairman expected to have further information following a meeting she will be attending in February.

d) Possible purchase of ‘white gates’ as a speeding deterrent

It was decided that the matter should be carried forward for consideration once the effectiveness of the VAS has been considered.

e) Potholes and loose stones on the Old Worcester Road

It was noted that a contractor has been working on the potholes in The Swan car park, but that progress has been hampered by the high water table.

Mr Yapp agreed to take up the issue of the remaining potholes during his meeting with Mr Brienza on 29th January.

f) Seating area and cars for sale outside Greggs

The clerk had referred the matter of the cars parked on the verge to the police, who had referred it to their traffic management department for guidance. It was noted that a Hills Ford advertising vehicle has been parked in the one hour restricted parking area and the clerk was asked to contact Ivor Pumfrey at MHDC to ask why it had not been ticketed by traffic wardens.

g) Confirmation of precept request 2014/15

Following consideration of the budget information circulated at the previous meeting, the chairman proposed a precept of £4,500 be requested for 2014/15. This was seconded by Mr Roome and approved by all.
h) Noticeboard – Stocks Lane

Mr Patterson reported that the noticeboard is in his workshop being dried out. It was noted that the post had rotted at the base, but the board itself is in reasonable condition and requires only minor refurbishment. It was agreed that Mr Patterson, Mr Roome and Mr Jenkins should liaise to get the board repaired and fixed to a new metal post. 
i)  Broadband speeds

The clerk referred the meeting to Worcestershire Local Broadband Plan on the WCC website, reporting that the county council had entered a partnership with BT to bring superfast broadband to 90% of county residents by 2015. Mr Yapp noted he had seen work being carried out to replace the old cables, so work appears to be underway.
j) New parish footpaths warden

No update in the absence of Mr Jenkins. The matter to be carried forward to the next meeting.

6.
FINANCE


Accounts paid

J Barker 

Clerk – November 2013



£201.61


Craig Farnes

Computer repair



£40.00


B.G.S


Lengthsman – December 2013


£108.00


J Barker


Clerk – December 2013



£187.73

Post Office Ltd

HMRC 3rd Qtr




£3.60

4. 
REPORTS FROM REPRESENTATIVES OF OTHER BODIES


Carried forward from earlier in the meeting.

There was no District or County Council report as Tom Wells was not present.

Mr Yapp reported that the Malvern Hills Conservators had received the ROSPA report on Gullet Quarry. In accordance with the Conservators own findings, the report had suggested that the size and number of signs at the site be increased to underline how dangerous the quarry is, and that the danger area be more clearly delineated.

7.
COUNCILLORS REPORTS AND ANY OTHER BUSINESS

The clerk reported that the following planning application had just been submitted:

Planning application 14/00029/TCN – Reduce crown of one lime by approximately 5m in height and crown spread. Land at OS 0963 4859 - Malvern Hills Conservators.

The application was noted but no comment was required.

The clerk had received notice from the local policing team that due to increasing workloads it was proposed that monthly crime reports would no longer be sent out. The Safer Neighbourhood Team confirmed that if information came to light that they thought would assist the parish council, then this would be provided, and confirmed that they would still be available to attend the parish AGM. There was some concern regarding this as it was generally agreed that the reports currently provided were useful and the clerk was asked to invite the local pc to the next meeting.
8.
 TO CONFIRM THE DATE OF THE NEXT MEETING
The next Parish Council Meeting will be held on Monday 17th March 2014 at 7.30pm in the Library of The Beauchamp Community. 

Signed
...............................................
(Chairman)
Date
...............................................
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