SUCKLEY PARISH COUNCIL

CHAIRMAN’S REPORT 2016/17

This has been my first year as Chairman. I am pleased to report that the Council continues to make notable achievements and pursue activities that benefit our community, building on the example set so ably by my predecessor, Walter Huband.

The year’s major project was the installation in July of a greatly expanded range of play equipment at the Playing Fields, a project ably managed by Cllr Carol Luton.  Maintenance work has continued throughout the year with Carol assisted by my vice-chairman Cllr John Green and local resident Duncan Reynolds. Plans are in hand for improving the pavilion with redecoration, re-tiling, new toilets, a new hot water tank, and improved security.  However, we still have a constant battle with the moles on the playing field and play areas.

As reported last year, a Footpaths team of walkers has been created to monitor the numerous footpaths and bridleways in our area.  In September we held a very positive meeting with representatives of WCC’s Countryside Department.  As a result, the many broken footpath signs have been replaced.  We are also working more closely with the Department using the WCC dedicated Footpaths reporting system. Although not a councillor, Helen Philpotts has expended much time and effort in this area.  Her volunteer contribution is greatly appreciated.

The Council reports highway problems frequently to WCC Highways.  These mostly cover potholes, drainage, cutting back overgrown hedges and the like, all of which are important to the safety and appearance of our Parish roads.  After many years of campaigning by the Parish Council, WCC Highways finally resurfaced Blackhouse Lane in 2016: a landmark achievement!   However, a major concern throughout the year was the chaos surrounding road closures and signage when utility contractors undertook maintenance and emergency work in the area. “Road Closed” signs were left in place long after work had been completed and diversion signs in some cases were meaningless.  We had been assured earlier in 2016 that a new monitoring scheme had been put in place, but the same problems recurred.  In March this year I complained formally to WCC.  Their Network Manager acknowledged the failures in Suckley in writing and assured me that steps would be taken to address these in the future.  Time will tell.

In community activities, Cllr Dr Anne Lewis continues to run the Defibrillator training scheme, and the Good Neighbours Scheme – both of which are supported by the Parish Council.  Both Anne and Carol Luton were nominated for a Community Awards Scheme last year, with Cllr Anne Lewis receiving an award for the Good Neighbours Scheme as the Judges Choice in the “Safe & Sound” category.  Cllr Carol Luton received a certificate for her work with the Suckley Playing Fields project.   

With the demise of the Suckley Newsletter, the Parish Council now has a Facebook page to inform parishioners and others what is happening in the Community. This has proved very successful, with significant numbers of visitors every week.  Simply search online for Suckley Parish Council.

Following the dedication of the War Memorial in Longley Green in June 2015, there is now a Remembrance Service every November 11th.  In 2016 this was conducted by Revd Anne Potter and was very well attended.  My thanks to local residents Peter Hibbert, a notable musician, and to Mike Baldwin for keeping the memorial area neat and well mown.

Provision of “Superfast Broadband” across a majority of the parish still eludes us, despite central government and county council announcements.  I have spoken to WCC’s Project Director, but it appears that Suckley (together with many other very rural areas) can not expect any great improvement to broadband speeds until the end of 2017 at the earliest.  However, more funds are being made available, so we live in hope.

The VAS camera (which we share with Alfrick & Lulsley) continues to be located at various sites in the parish.  Over the last 12 months, data indicates that speeding is now relatively rare, except along the Knightwick Road.  There it is endemic with 50% of vehicles breaking the 30mph limit.  Your council is greatly disappointed that West Mercia Police have so far not been inclined to address the problem. We pray it will not take a death or injury to provoke action from them.

Our Lengthsman, Rob Lambert, resigned in March, having worked for the Council for two years.  We have appointed a new Lengthsman, Rob Wilks, who is also Lengthsman for our adjoining parishes of Leigh & Bransford and Alfrick & Lulsley.

Due to increasing business commitments, Cllr Andrew Grieve resigned as a Parish Councillor in February 2017.  His contributions over many years to both council and community plans will be greatly missed.  As a result, the Council had a co-option vacancy and at their meeting on 8th May considered two excellent candidates. The Council voted to co-opt Mr Darren Findlater who will be joining the Council at our next meeting on 24th July.   

We are fortunate in having strong support from our County Councillor, Paul Tuthill – re-elected on 4th May - and our District Councillors, Sarah Rouse and Anthony Warburton. They have proved good friends of Suckley over many years, providing funding for various projects and representing the parish strongly in their respective councils.  To all three, my thanks.

Our part of your council tax bill for 2017/18 will rise by 0.9%: the first raise in five years. A Band D house now pays the princely sum of 92p per week to this council.  We are very conscious that no matter how small the sum, this is your money. We will continue to use our reserves and other sources of funding to keep the amount we seek as a council to a minimum.  Unhappily, our costs are rising significantly faster than inflation due primarily to extra legislation from central government and reductions in services offered to parishes by both district and county councils.

All our Councillors give their time and services on a voluntary basis.  I am grateful to all of them for their support over the last twelve months.  I must also express my thanks to our Clerk – Diana Taylor – for her hard work during the year.  She is the epitome of quiet determination and efficiency and an enormous asset to the Parish Council.

 PETER WHATLEY

 Chairman – Suckley Parish Council 
SUCKLEY PARISH COUNCILLORS - 2016/17

Chairman:

Mr Peter Whatley


Tel: 01886 884126

Vice-Chairman:
Mr John Green 


Tel: 01886 884412




Mrs Pearl Griffiths


Tel:  01886 884354




Mrs Liz Devenish 


Tel:  01886 884787




Mrs Carol Luton


Tel:  01886 884558




Mr Walter Huband


Tel:  01886 884379

(resigned Feb 17)
Mr Andrew Grieve 


------------------------




Dr Anne Lewis


Tel:  01886 884552




Mrs Victoria Bradley


Tel:  01886 884001

New Councillor (to be appointed 24th July 2017)   Mr Darren Findlater  Tel: 01886 884431  
Clerk:


Mrs Diana Taylor, 9, Lambourne Avenue,




Malvern Link, Worcs WR14 1NL 





Tel:  01684 569430




E-mail:  dtaylorsuckleyclerk@gmail.com
District Councillors:
Ms Sarah Rouse 


Tel:  01886 833653




Mr Anthony Warburton

Tel:  01886 832753

County Councillor:
Mr Paul Tuthill


Tel:  01886 832309

Nine Parish Councillors are allocated to serve the Parish of Suckley.  The Councillors all offer their services on a voluntary basis and work to protect, sustain and promote the Parish in all its aspects.  Suckley Parish Council is a lively active Council with the needs of the Parish always at the top of their Agenda.  They meet bi-monthly.  The Parish Council believes in open government and although their meetings are formal, any parishioner is welcome to come along to listen.  There is a special time before the main business of the meeting commences for any of the electorate of Suckley to make a short presentation to the Council on any item on the Agenda.  Please ring any of the Councillors above or the Clerk if you need any further information.

SUCKLEY PARISH COUNCIL

Balance sheet at 31 March 2017

(internally audited)

GENERAL FUND 


2015/16


2016/17

Income 



26,305.18


39,034.70

Expenditure



30,587.42


35,784.26

       

Balance    
                                     -4,282.24 


  3,250.44

Balance b/fwd



26,530.73   


22,248.49
Cash Register 



22,248.49


25,498.93

Unpresented cheques 


     550.50


     778.80


Bank Balance 



22,798.99*


26,277.73*                           

Acc No 2449761


         1.00


         1.00





22,799.99


26,278.73
*Includes £2K ringfenced for Flood Scheme maintenance

PLAYING FIELD FUND  

2015/16


2016/17

Income 



16,483.46


  2,146.81
Expenditure



  2,440.01 


19,617.29 

Balance   



14,043.45   

          - 17,470.48
Balance b/fwd



  7,688.61


21,732.06

Cash Register 



21,732.06


  4,261.58
Unpresented cheques


        -
    


_____-___             

Bank Balance 



21,732.06


  4,261.58





