Minutes of the meeting of Belbroughton Parish Council Finance Committee

held on 16th September 2013 in the Barton Room Fairfield Village Hall.
Present:  Councillors J Kitson, J Bradley, K Green, C Hine, and D Roberts.

In attendance :John Farrell (Clerk). 

270/13 Apologies

Apologies were received and accepted from Cllrs MacDonald, Mabbett, Dalziel, and Scurrell. 
Cllr Scurrell subsequently joined the meeting.

(An e mail conveying apologies from Cllr Shotton was received subsequent to the meeting.)
271/13 Declarations of interest
   No interests were declared. 

272/13 Minutes of previous meeting

   The Minutes of the meeting on 19th August 2013 were approved.

273/13 Bank reconciliations

   The bank reconciliations for the Council’s two accounts were noted.

   274/13 Open Spaces
   The annual membership of the Open Spaces Society had been approved at the budget setting earlier in the year. Cllr Bradley will advise the Council via the Clerk of the information they have supplied with regard to protection of Parish open spaces.
275/13 Council Insurance
   The Committee acknowledged that the annual Insurance premium of £1,374.75 would be paid this representing the third year of a three year agreement with Came and Company. The Committee declined an offer of a reduced premium of £1,306.01 in return for entering into a fresh Long Term Agreement which would tie the Council to this provider until September 2017.  
    The renewed insurance cover sees an  index linked increase of 3% in cover. The premium charge benefited from a 5% no claims discount.

276/13 Accounts for Payment
   Payments for September were approved by the Committee.

277/13 Fairfield Villa F.C. Rent 

   The Clerk advised that in accordance with the terms of the lease the annual review of the rental paid by the football club was due this month. This will be set when the annualised Retail Prices Index figure to August 2012 is released on 17th September.  The Committee requested that the Clerk write to the tenant advising of the new rental figure once it is available. 
278/13  Maintenance work
Via the Clerk and agreed by the Chair of the Committee, Cllr Macdonald had advised of the following 2 issues:
1.The farmer at Hurst Farm, Hockley Brook Lane called to advise that the hedge at Springfield House on Dark Lane/High St needs cutting back because large vehicles have to drive over the central line of the road (on the blind bend) to avoid hitting it. He had a recent near collision with a bus when driving his tractor. Cllr Roberts informed the Committee that he thought that the necessary work had been carried out and thus no further action was required.

2. A resident raised a concern about slurry running of Bill Beckett's farm on Hackman's Gate Lane and it going into the drains.  The Committee felt that as this involved potential environmental damage action should be taken.  Cllr Bradley committed to speaking with the farmer to express the concerns and ascertain if there was an ongoing issue to consider.

The Clerk was advised of the need for owner of The Furlongs, Holy Cross Lane Belbroughton to tidy their hedges and the Committee  requested the Clerk write the standard letter requesting work was carried out.

279/13 Income and Expenditure

The Committee assessed Council Income and Expenditure for the financial year to date. The Clerk advised that as the full 6 months had not quite elapsed certain income lines would not yet accrue to their budgeted figures.  

Also certain items have a seasonal or once a year payment and the Clerk advised:

1. Lengthsman Scheme, Income - the 2nd quarterly claim on Worcestershire County Council will not be send until the end of September.  Thus the present £702.65 received (22.3% of budget) represents one claim only to date.

2. New income of £460 from the new tenant at the Meeting Hall Belbroughton. This was not in the budget. However legal costs involved in setting up the tenancy will negate any net benefit this financial year.
3. Administration expenses at £3,057.86 (66.4% of budget)  includes the annual insurance premium and annual Audit fees £576.00.

4. Clerks salary at £12,090.13 (63% of budget) includes 3 weeks of employing two Clerks but also agreed overtime payments for the former Clerk.

5. Legal & Professional £1,089.00 (217% of budget) due to the solicitors fees for producing the Farm Business Tenancies, and Meeting Room Belbroughton Lease. Plus, agents fees for marketing the Meeting Room Belbroughton.

6. Maintenance £718.94 (143% of budget) due to cost £456 for refurbishing street signs.

7. Footway lighting £80.44 (1% of budget) no invoice received yet from County Council.

8. Allotment Rents – Income - £1,501.87 (25% of budget, 2nd Quarter invoices are not sent until end of September.

9. Grants to Parish bodies and Parish Project Expenditure – nil (budget of £9,000) grants to Parish bodies are agreed but are yet to be drawn by the beneficiaries. 
The Committee requested that the Clerk supply details of the Expenditure budget for ‘Open Spaces and Footpaths’ of £12,100  as this has been used at just 35% of budget to date. 

280/13 Other finance business 

· Cllr Green is to advise the Clerk if a Clare Dunlop wishes to continue with an agreed prior request to cover the cost of planting a tree in memory of a relative.  The Clerk is requested to contact the Tree Officer to arrange a visit to Fairfield Recreation Ground to advise on the planting of Ms Dunlop’s tree and another tree to be paid for by Fairfield Villa F. C. the £300 cost being previously minuted.

· Cllrs Kitson, Bradley and Green are to assess the needs and solutions for funding improvement works at Sling Pool to include a possible joint venture with the National Trust.
· The Clerk is to approach Calc to clarify the benefits to Council of setting up a ‘Neighbourhood Plan’.

· The Clerk is to approach Jane Pickering at Bromsgrove District Council to investigate the prospects of investment funds with building societies.

The meeting closed at 9.10 pm.
Signed.......................................Chairman

