
Minutes of the Meeting of Belbroughton Parish Council held in The Jubilee Room Belbroughton Recreation Centre on Monday 6th January 2014
Present: Cllrs. K Green (Chair), J Bradley, I Dalziel, C Hine, A Hood, A Ince, T Jones,  A Mabbett, 

P Margetts, S MacDonald, D Roberts, C Scurrell and P Shotton.
In attendance: John Farrell Clerk;   Two members of the public also attended. 
001/14 Apologies   
Apologies were received from County Councillor Rachel Jenkins and District Councillor Janice Boswell. 
002/14 Declarations of Interest  
No interests were declared.
003/14 Minutes of previous meeting  
Council approved an amendment to minute 374/13 at para 2 - this to be recorded as  ‘Cllr. MacDonald  advised that a resident was concerned at the bad smells from the Veolia site, this issue can be raised with the Bromsgrove Customers Services at The Dolphin Centre.’  The Minutes of the meeting held on 2nd December 2013 were then approved.  The minute book was signed by the Chairman.
004/14 Reports   
Chairman’s report :  Cllr Green  wished everyone a Happy New Year.  She informed Council that she, Cllrs Bradley and Roberts and the clerk had met with Cllrs. from Clent Parish Council to assess potential solutions should bus services cease in September due to the County Council withdrawing its subsidies.  Further meetings are to be planned which will also involve Hagley Parish Council. 
Planning Committee: The Council noted the Minutes of the meetings on 2nd and 16th December 2013.  
Finance Committee:  Cllr. Bradley advised that the Committee had agreed the re-investment of the Bank of Cyprus Bond for a further 12 months.  He also advised that 50% of the Council’s cash assets remained accessible within 100 days. Council noted the minutes of the meeting on 16th December 2013. 
Clerks Report:  
1. A reminder that the training evening has been booked for Tuesday 14th January at 7.00 pm at The Barton Room Fairfield Village Hall when Richard Levett will be available to discuss informally with Councillors their training needs.

2. The Bank of Cyprus Bond of £25,612 has been reinvested for 12 months at a fixed rate of 1.85%. 
3. Mr Robert Hawke of The Belbroughton Cricket Club has informed the clerk that he will endeavour to have the information Council requested regarding the Club’s grant/loan application available for the Council’s February meeting. 
4. The tenant of the Parish Room Belbroughton has paid the rent for both December 2013 and January 2014 and has informed the clerk that a standing order is set up for the beginning of each future month.
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5. James Callaghan will be quoting for all weather varnishing of the benches at The Green and Sylvester’s Corner Belbroughton, the figures will be brought to the finance Committee in Spring.
6. The new Grit bins are in place in Belbroughton, one has been incorrectly sited.  This has been acknowledged by the Highways Dept. and its relocation is in hand.
7. Highways now have details of the locations for the Bell Heath place name signs, we await confirmation of when they will be installed.
8. The contractor has been instructed to proceed with the new Footway adjacent to the Belbroughton Cricket Club.  Whilst it has not been a requirement from County Council Highways the clerk will enquire whether pedestrian crossing warning signs are appropriate.
9. Footpath wardens – Paul and Lyn Hardcastle have confirmed that through the County Council Community Payback Scheme the footpath improvements at Hurst Farm have been completed. 
10. Ian Shorthouse has reported defects in the BITMAC surface at the Fairfield Rec. Cllr. Roberts advised that work to repair these should wait until Spring. 

11. County Council Highways have advised that the consultation period ends on 5th February 2014 regarding the proposed speed limit reduction on the additional 98 metres of road south of the Belbroughton Primary School.

12. Bromsgrove District Council have launched a consultation on Licensing Policy, details were circulated to Councillors on 20th December.  Should a response be desired then the deadline is 24th February.

13. County Cllr. R Jenkins had advised the clerk that County Council Cabinet had approved the Incinerator which is proposed to be built in Hartlebury.  The full Council is to meet by 16th January to consider final approval.  She will be voting against the proposal on the grounds of cost and the apparent lack of clarity on what alternative waste disposal and recycling options had been considered.
She also advised that she was against the proposed cut to County Council bus services subsidies.  She requested the opportunity to present future reports in person, early on the agenda as due to clashes with other Parish Councils meetings she was unable to attend for our entire meeting.

005/14 Councillor Vacancy
The clerk advised that following the posting of the notices of the vacancy in Belbroughton ward Bromsgrove District Council has confirmed that they have not received the required 10 electors requesting that a bye-election is called.  Council approved that the co-option process should take place with candidates required to submit their applications by 28th January 2014.  Candidates will be invited to the Council meeting on 3rd February 2014 and asked to give a presentation of not more than 3 minutes. They will not be interviewed.  A ballot will then be held where the candidates are welcome to be present.
006/14 Parish Council Budget and Precept for 2014/15. 
The clerk had circulated copies of the budget, which had been discussed at the December Council, and advised that the Council Tax Benefit Support Grant of £3,800 for 2013/14 had now been paid over by Bromsgrove District Council.  There remains uncertainty as to whether this Grant for 2014/15 will be paid, when, or at what percentage. 
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Council approved the Budget and the Precept at £65,000 for 2014/15.
Cllr. Scurrell wished to record that he did not vote in favour of the proposal.
007/14 Sylvester’s Corner Wall Repairs
Council approved the interim payments of £22,262 + VAT to the contractor and £2,593 + VAT to the surveyor in accordance with the invoices submitted.  These are though subject to the ‘snagging issues’ being resolved satisfactorily.  Council requires to have the glass debris on the bank removed, the realignment of the coping stones where the level of the wall changes and confirmation that the grading angle of the bank is correct. The clerk is to monitor and also request that the area around the container on Belbroughton Recreation Centre is tidied. 
Council noted that there will be outstanding amounts to consider for completion of the timber fence, seeding the bank and the re-burial of the electric cable. The clerk estimated these costs at £1,600. The surveyor will also have a final invoice of circa £250.
Council noted the need to remove the container from Belbroughton Recreation Ground.  The Primary School PTA does not now want it and the clerk was requested to advertise it in the Parish Magazine.  The residual stone will be offered to the parish church.

Cllr. Bradley advised that local residents had indicated a desire to manage the bank at the wall and had requested that they were involved in the choice of plants / shrubs in spring.  Council approved this involvement.

008/14 Annual Parish Meeting
Council approved the format to follow that of the 2012 and 2013 meetings.  Council noted that the Church Hall Belbroughton was booked for 14th April 2014.  The Belbroughton W.I. no longer exists, the clerk was asked to write to the Fairfield W.I. to ask if they would supply refreshments – a £50 payment was approved.

Invitations will be sent to Parish bodies to give presentations, the Chairman and clerk will organise the invitation list.

009/14   Withdrawal of Subsidised Bus Services in Worcestershire
The clerk was asked to write to the County Council expressing the Parish Council’s opposition to the proposed cuts in subsidies and likely loss of services, on the grounds that the services are necessary for rural communities and also encourage ‘green’ forms of travel. 
Cllr. Green advised Council that she and Cllrs. Bradley and Roberts will meet with Clent and Hagley Parish Council representatives to explore solutions should the bus services be withdrawn. 
010/14 County Council Minerals Consultation
Cllr. Hood advised that following his visit to the ‘open day’ on 4th December he felt that the County Council were likely to agree to applications for extraction of minerals provided that the applicant agreed to ‘make good’ the sites when they were exhausted.  Council noted concern that sometimes contractors did not achieve a satisfactory conclusion to workings.  The clerk was requested to write to County expressing such concerns.
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011/14 Local Heritage List
Council delegated the response to the consultation to the Planning Committee whose members have seen the questions raised.  The Planning Committee will agree the response at its 20th January meeting.
012/14 Fairfield Bench
Council noted the designs that had been circulated by the clerk.  Cllr Green is to assess designs and report back to February Council.  The clerk is to assess the costs of installation of a range of designs.
013/14 The Green Belbroughton
Cllr. Bradley advised that the developer had preferred not to greatly alter his plan submitted for improvements to The Green but had confirmed that his expenditure envisaged was £15,000.
Council agreed that the Working Group should organise a public consultation to enable viewing of  the developer’s plan and to invite comment.

Council noted that any works on the site require the agreement of the Tree Officer as it is in the Conservation Area.  
Cllr.Roberts advised that the Woodland Trust were offering saplings to community groups and the clerk was asked to apply on behalf of the Council.  If successful these could be used to replant the area between The Green and the Talbot Carpark.

014/14  Badgers Copse
Following Cllr. Scurrell outlining maintenance works discussed with the Countryside Centre, Council approved the works required and the use of funds in this year’s and next year’s budgets totalling £600. 

015/14 Belbroughton Recreation Centre 

This item to discuss Council policy on supporting the Centre and entities based there was deferred until the February Council.

016/14 Definition of Expenditure Items

This item was deferred until a future Council.  Cllr. Bradley advised that the item is to discuss the criteria for allocating types of expenditure (capital and maintenance) across the two parts of the Parish.    Cllrs. Green and Bradley would meet to assess the issue and report back to Council.
017/14 Councillor Items:

Cllr. Hood expressed concern at the lack of adequate heating in the Jubilee Room, the clerk to refer to the Rec representative.

Cllr. Macdonald advised that a High Street resident was concerned at the safety of a ‘sink’ pipe. It was felt that Severn Trent should be approached.  The clerk will investigate if there are other parties to contact.  

The meeting closed at 9.40 p.m.      

Signed......................................................................Chairman      
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