
Minutes of the Meeting of Belbroughton Parish Council held in The Barton Room Fairfield Village Hall on Monday 3rd February 2014
Present: Cllrs. K Green (Chair), J Bradley, I Dalziel, C Hine, A Hood, A Ince, T Jones, A Mabbett, 

P Margetts, S MacDonald, D Roberts, C Scurrell and P Shotton.
In attendance: John Farrell Clerk, Cllr. J Boswell BDC, Six members of the public also attended. 
035/14 Apologies   
Apologies were received from County Councillor Rachel Jenkins. 
036/14 Declarations of Interest  
Cllr. Margetts declared a Disclosable Pecuniary Interest in item 041/14 as his business has had previous commercial dealings with the developer.
037/14   A member of the public wished to comment on the recent Consultation regarding improvements to The Green in Belbroughton.  The Chairman advised that the Consultation was not being reviewed this evening but it would be considered at a future Council meeting.
038/14 Minutes of previous meeting  
The Minutes of the meeting held on 6th January 2014 were approved.  The minute book was signed by the Chairman.
039/14 Reports   
Chairman’s report :  No report.
Planning Committee:  Council noted the Minutes of the meeting on 20th January 2014.  
Finance Committee: Council noted the minutes of the meeting on 20th January 2014. Cllr. Bradley advised that Bromsgrove District Council were still to decide whether to pass the Tax Support Grant Payment to Parish Councils.
Bus subsidies: Cllr. Bradley reported on a meeting held with Clent and Hagley parish councillors and a County Council representative to discuss the Worcs.  County Council bus subsidy consultation.

1. The 318 service is likely to retain its peak time operation but not otherwise.

2. The proposed subsidy removal of £3m may be less than proposed.

3. C.Cllr. R Jenkins had advised that there was a statutory duty to offer a service to protected groups and had urged that those in that category respond to the consultation

4. The R.V.S. and parishes jointly could look at offering a substitute service, however a figure of £40k was advised as the likely cost of setting this up.

5. A further meeting would be held when the results of the consultation were known.

Clerks Report:  
1. Following the recent payment for the wall repairs, the VAT refund of £5,405 had been received from HMRC within 7 days of the submitted claim.
2. Invitations to the Annual Parish Meeting on 14th April have been sent to Belbroughton Recreation Centre, Belbroughton Scarecrow Committee, Belbroughton History Society, Fairfield Village Hall Committee and Fairfield W.I. and, the footpath wardens. 
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3. The Belbroughton Cricket Club has supplied information to enable the Council to consider further the Club’s grant/loan application. This will be referred to the Finance Committee for discussion. 
4. A resident had complained about parked cars at Drayton Road Belbroughton, the clerk had referred to the police who were unable to assist as the vehicles are not illegally parked. The resident was referred to the District Council who may investigate.

5. The 2nd Hagley girl guides have requested sites to scatter poppy seeds to commemorate WW1. 
039/14   Co-option of Councillor for Belbroughton Ward.
Applications had been received from Mrs Shirley Cowdrill and Dr Robert Morgan. The Council heard presentations from each on why they would like to join the Council.  A secret ballot was held and Dr Morgan was co-opted to fill the vacancy.  He signed the ’ Declaration of Office and Undertaking to Observe the Code of Conduct’  which was witnessed by the clerk.  He then joined the meeting as a councillor.
040/14   Parish clerk.
Council ratified the appointment of the clerk following the completion of the probationary period.
041/14  The Green Belbroughton
a. Council noted that a planning application had been submitted to Bromsgrove District Council on this Parish Council owned land by the developer of the site at 2 Hartle Lane Belbroughton   The application is to request permission to remove certain trees and plant replacements as shown on a suggested plan. Should the Council be asked for comments by BDC these are to be considered by the Council and not the Planning Committee. 
b. Council declined the request from the developer to permit access onto The Green of his ‘banksman’.  Council requested the clerk to organise a solicitor’s letter to be sent to the developer stating that the Council wished to have in place a contractual agreement relating to any future improvements which the developer had implied he was agreeable to funding. The Council however noted that The Green was a public space. 
c. Council approved a proposal to seek a cash sum, the amount to be confirmed, from the developer in return for permitting removal of certain trees on The Green. Such funds would be used to cover the Council’s costs in dealing with this matter and contribute to the area’s improvement and maintenance, details of which are to be confirmed. 

Cllr. Roberts advised he would be taking a photographic record of The Green.  The Working Group will meet within 3 weeks to assess the comments received so far from the public consultation over the developer’s plans for improvements to The Green. The Group will present its findings and general progress report on the issue to the March Council. 
042/14 Hackmans Gate Lane Footway
Council approved the purchase and erection of a ‘pedestrians in the road’ warning sign on the lane entering Belbroughton as a safety measure following the improvements that are due to be made to the footway.  The precise siting of the sign will depend on Worcs C.C Highways approval.
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043/14 Fairfield Recreation Ground
The clerk advised that three years Income and Expenditure accounts had now been received from the Parish Council’s tenant Fairfield Villa F.C. The accounts had been submitted to support a prior request, which was declined, to seek a rent freeze upon the lease’s annual rental review due in September.  Also received were three years Trading and Profit and Loss accounts for Fairfield Villa Social Club. The FVSC has no contractual relationship with the Parish Council but the secretary of the football club has informed the clerk that FVSC pays the FVFC rent to the Council.   Council requested that the clerk seek a ‘liaison group’ meeting with the trustees of the football club to examine the two trading entities’ accounts and to assess if the Trustees are sub-letting to a third party.

Cllr. Green advised that the matted area around the football pitch was a potential trip health hazard especially after the recent rains.  Council asked the clerk to write to the football club pointing out the Council’s concerns and that this matter should also be discussed at the proposed ‘liaison group’ meeting.  
Cllr. Hine had circulated photos of the flooded pathways at the Recreation ground and Cllr. Mabbett advised that the both the school and the County Council were conducting surveys to assess the causes of water ingress at the school.  The clerk was asked to write to each requesting details of the results of the research.
044/14 Sylvester’s Corner Wall Repairs
Council approved a payment of £1320 plus VAT (which is reclaimable) to the contractor for scheduled item 15 – the supply and installation of the timber fence £600, and for the reburial of the exposed electric cable £720.
Council approved the offer from the Belbroughton Recreation Ground to remove the shipping container from their site. It was noted that the Church had been offered the remaining sandstone but had yet to respond to the offer.
045/14 Fairfield War Memorial
Council listened to a presentation from Ms K Stone requesting that the Council consider funding renovation works on the memorial.  She advised that grants were available for assessing necessary works.  Council agreed to investigate firstly the ownership of both the Fairfield and Belbroughton War Memorials and secondly likely sources of grant funding.  A decision on allocating funds linked or not to any future successful grant application was deferred to a future meeting pending the outcome of the investigations. 
046/14   Belbroughton Recreation Centre
Council discussed its policy on supporting entities based both at the Centre and the Centre itself and   did not change its existing policy of support.  Future applications for grant assistance would be assessed on their individual merits.  

Cllr. Jones advised that charities are set to lose their discounts on business rates which will increase expenses.  District Cllr. Boswell was requested to clarify the position on this with BDC.
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047/14  Councillor Items
Cllr. Boswell thanked councillors for the actions to urge residents to respond to the recent bus subsidies cut consultation.  She felt that some older residents would pay increased fares to retain the service.
She  supported the request from the girl guides to seek permission to scatter poppy seeds on Parish land.

Cllr. Dalziel advised that road repairs were of poor quality and that meant a number of roads had had to be revisited by Highways.  He felt that the County were not communicating well on the subject. He would provide the clerk with the locations involved.

Cllr. Roberts  advised that the Belbroughton Horticultural society had expressed an interest in assisting with the planting of the bank at Sylvester’s Corner Belbroughton.

Cllr. Margetts advised that a litter bin was missing at Ram Alley Belbroughton, however as there was no perceived adverse litter problem no action was taken.

Cllr. Macdonald advised that he would pursue with County Councillor Rachel Jenkins a dangerous path entrance onto Hartle Lane Belbroughton following an accident involving a dog.
Cllr. Macdonald noted that contractors at the Nash Lane housing development were leaving a lot of rubble on the pathways.

Cllr. Macdonald advised that potholes in Dordale Road were significant and he would feedback on the research into the source of the water.

Cllr. Macdonald felt that insufficient notice had been given to residents to attend The Green Consultation.   Due to the Parish Magazine print date the Consultation date was not provided in advance.  Other Councillors advised that information had been provided on the Parish notice boards, the two websites, to the school, and hand delivered to close residents and shops.  Council advised that the Consultation was still ‘live’ for at least a further ten days. 

Cllr. Bradley suggested Parish Council communication processes should be a future agenda item.

The meeting closed at 9.50 p.m.      

Signed......................................................................Chairman      
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