
Minutes of the Meeting of Belbroughton Parish Council held in The Jubilee Room Belbroughton Recreation Centre on Monday 3rd March 2014.
Present: Cllrs. K Green (Chair), J Bradley, I Dalziel, C Hine, A Hood, A Ince, T Jones,  

P Margetts, C Scurrell and P Shotton.
In attendance: John Farrell Clerk, Cllr. J Boswell BDC, Seven members of the public also attended. County Cllr. R Jenkins joined the meeting later.
071/14 Apologies
Apologies were received and accepted from Cllr. Macdonald, family reasons, Cllrs Morgan and Roberts, holidays, and Cllr. Mabbett illness. 
072/14 Declarations of Interest    None.
073/14   Dispensations  None requested.

074/14   Minutes of previous meeting  
The Minutes of the meeting held on 3rd February 2014 were approved.  The minute book was signed by the Chairman.
075/14 Reports   
Chairman’s Report :  No report.
Planning Committee:  Council noted the Minutes of the meeting on 17th February 2014. 

Finance Committee: Council noted the minutes of the meeting on 17th February 2014. 
Clerks Report:  
1. Bell Heath place name signs.  4 signs were ordered and have been received.  Sites have been agreed by County Highways.  2 further contractors quotes are awaited for the installation work.

2. A reminder of the Area Calc meeting at 6.30pm Weds 12th March at District Council.

3. A reminder of the Parish Councils conference at 6.30 pm Weds 30th April at County Hall.
4. Sylvesters’ Corner  Belbroughton – the  TPO has been accepted but amended by BDC,         following the submission the Tree Officer visited the site and felt that the Sorbus should actually be felled and replaced rather than reduced in size.  Also a large lower limb of the Lime should be removed.  The permission is valid for two years. 
5. The installation of the approved new footway at the cricket ground was delayed by bad  weather and a planning question raised by County over height of curbs.  The project is now cleared by Highways for implementation but Richard Clewer needs to meet on site with the contractor –  date awaited from County. 

6. Installation costs for the approved new bench at Yew Tree Lane / Stourbridge Rd Fairfield are quoted at £200. 

7. Flooding at Fairfield Recreation Ground footpath.  -   Meeting held with Fiona  Mcintosh from  North Worcs Water Management.  She will offer possible solutions  shortly - likely recommending input of soak aways, taking out some of the concrete blockpaving and possibly a low wall along the football pitch side of the path.  Bernard Edwards will be requested to clear the accumulated mud from the path.
8. Belbroughton Recreation Centre -  Surplus Sandstone – the PCC  will be asked to store the stone on a church site at their next Committee meeting.  The PCC representative is recommending that this storage is provided for 12 months.  The Rec. have assisted the PC by attending to the tidying up of the site after the container was removed. 
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9.   Badgers Copse  -  Community Greenspace will be carrying out the approved clearing and pruning on Weds 5th March following the meeting with Cllr. Scurrell. 
10. Galtons Lane / Hartle Lane junction Belbroughton -  Road name signs have been requested, and  Highways have agreed  to order and install.

11. Veolia landfill site – David Preston from the Environment Agency advised  ‘’During a recent site inspection we identified a “focused” source of odour on the tipping area adjacent Harbours Hill. It was apparent more extensive engineering work was required to solve the root cause of the odour. Veolia have recently applied a clay like cover to seal the flanks in this area which reduces some odour. If you seal the flanks you also need to improve the collection infrastructure and this is where the majority of effort is now focused.  

Veolia submitted an improvement plan to install 14 new collection wells to direct odour to the engines for electricity generation.  These works have started and are expected to last 4 to 6 weeks. These new wells will need to be drilled into the landfill.  There is an increased likelihood of odour which is difficult to avoid but Veolia understand these essential works need to be planned to minimise the impact on their neighbours. Working conditions will be difficult for Veolia but these works are necessary to achieve mid to longer term benefit for local residents’’.
075/14   Meeting Format
Council approved a trial period of three months during which the Council meetings will be limited to two hours.
076/14  The Green Belbroughton

a. Council approved the letter, responding to the Tree Preservation Order, provided by the Council’s solicitor which advises Bromsgrove District Council :-  ‘’The Applicant is not the land owner.  Discussions need to take place with the Applicant to agree the commercial terms relating to permitted access and removal/replacing of trees.   Until such time as terms have been regulated, our client being the land owner, is not in a position to agree / object to the terms of the works.  In the absence of agreeing such terms are client would object to the TPO’’.
b. Council approved the letter provided by the Council’s solicitor informing the Developer via his agent that the Council is aware of the Tree Preservation Order and will respond to the Tree Preservation Officer. The letter requests terms upon which the Developer would wish to proceed with following initial discussions on the removal of trees and replacement planting.
c. Council approved the commissioning of a valuation report detailing values of the benefit to the developer and the value of the loss to the Parish Council of the proposed development. A payment of up to £1000 for the valuation was approved.

d. The clerk had circulated a summary of the comments from the recent consultation process. Council noted the comments and also that no further actions would be taken prior to the outcome of the professional valuation and guidance from the Council’s solicitor on negotiations with the Developer.

077/14 Committee Membership

Council agreed that Cllr. Morgan, who was not present at the meeting, would be asked to join the Finance Committee. 
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078/14  Community Speedwatch
The clerk had circulated details of the scheme which the Safety Roads Partnership wished to pilot in Belbroughton, specifically in Hartle Lane.  The scheme requires the recruitment of volunteers.  Cllrs. Hood and Shotton agreed to host a joint meeting with the Police, the Safety Road Partnership and prospective volunteers at the Belbroughton Recreation Centre on 20th March.  Council agreed to promote the meeting via the Belbroughton Parish notice board, websites and a limited leaflet drop.
079/14 Chadwich Quarry
Cllr. Hood informed Council of the likely future traffic issues at the quarry.  The clerk was asked to write a letter to County Highways highlighting the issues specifically regarding suggested changed priorities.  The quarry owners would be copied into the letter.
080/14 Clerk’s overtime
Council noted that extra hours had been working recently and it would review the situation in two months.
081/14 Parish Expenditure
a. Council endorsed broad financial fairness in expenditure across the Parish.

b. Cllrs. Margetts and Mabbett with the Chairman would form a Working Group to assess how this should be achieved.  Cllr. Mabbett was not present and should he not wish to join this Working Group then Cllr. Hine would take this role.
082/14 Communication 

A Working Group of Cllrs. Dalziel and Margetts was set up to review the Council’s communication policy.  The Group will report back to Council in one month.
083/14 Poppy Seeds
The clerk was asked to write to the 2nd Hagley Girl Guides expressing sympathy with their desire to mark WW1 by scattering poppy seeds but that regrettably the Council had no suitable sites available. 
084/14  Councillor Items
County Cllr. Jenkins advised :- The County Council had agreed its budget and a Council Tax increase of 1.94% would be implemented for 2014/15.
The Fire Authority had not decided on changes to front line services, and would be using reserves for funding.

The Bromsgrove railway station upgrade has been agreed.

The Bradford Road Belbroughton speed limit changes are in hand.

Highways will be looking at an area of Hartle Lane Belbroughton where a number of accidents had occurred.

A barrier is considered justified where a bridle pathway joins Hartle Lane, however this could only be funded if matched funding was achieved with the Parish Council. However no figures were yet  available. 

Buses – The County requirement to cut the subsidy of £3m may be reduced to a reduction of £1.8m.  Also some services may benefit from re-routing.

District Cllr. Boswell advised:  District planning committee had agreed to support the planning officer’s recommendation to grant the application relating to 20 Hartle Lane Belbroughton.

The new joint Police and Fire station in Bromsgrove will open in April.
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The District Council had at its 26th February meeting heard a recommendation to allocate the 2014/15 tax support grant to individual District councillors for distribution.
Discretionary Rate Relief – charities - the existing awards which have been in place for a number of years had been reviewed and charities were given one years notice that the relief would end. They had been advised that they would have to re-apply for relief from 1st April 2014. Charities had been further advised  that they should not assume the relief would continue.

Cllr. Green advised that Veolia are submitting plans to permanently cap the site. 
Cllr. Hine advised and Cllr. Ince confirmed that cars continued to park on the pavements on Stourbridge Road, Fairfield.  The issue should be referred to the Police.

Cllr. Dalziel noted the lack of response to enquiries of Highways, County Council regarding the methods used in repairing pot holes, where it is perceived that a short sighted approach is adopted resulting in longer term cost implications. 
The meeting closed at 9.30 p.m.      

Signed......................................................................Chairman      
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