
Minutes of the meeting of Belbroughton Parish Council Finance Committee

held on 17th March 2014 in the Jubilee Room Belbroughton Recreation Centre.
Present:  Councillors K Green, S MacDonald, A Mabbett, R  Morgan, C Scurrell and  P Shotton.   In attendance : John Farrell (Clerk). 

093/14 Apologies

    Apologies were received and accepted from Cllrs. J Bradley and D Roberts who were both on holiday.  Cllr. Scurrell chaired the meeting in place of Cllr. Bradley.
094/14   Declarations of interest.   None.
095/14   Dispensations.    None requested.
096/14 Minutes of previous meeting

   The Minutes of the meeting on 17th March 2014 were approved.

097/14 Bank reconciliations

   The bank reconciliations for the Council’s three accounts were noted.
  098/14 Accounts for Payment
   The clerk circulated items for payment in March, these were agreed. 
099/14  Income and Expenditure for 2013/14   The clerk circulated print outs of the current years income and expenditure position. Activities funded by the Precept currently show a loss of £10,675 however this could rise by a further £7,000 as the Council was yet to be billed by the County Council for the annual footway lighting costs. The loss is incurred due to the costs on the ‘wall repairs’ of £26,175.  

  100/14  The Lengthsman Scheme
   The clerk advised the committee that the County Council had confirmed that the scheme would be available for the coming financial year on the existing terms and conditions. David Aldridge’s work as Parish Lengthsman was praised and the committee recommended that he was to be retained and that he should have a 3% increase in the hourly rate paid.
101/14   Sylvester’s Corner Belbroughton

   The clerk was requested to obtain quotations for the tree works as outlined by the Tree Works Decision Notice issued on 17th February  2014 by BDC which permitted the felling and replacement of the Sorbus, a crown lift on a Lime and a crown lift and limb removal on a second Lime.
102/14   Grants
a. The clerk circulated the existing criteria used for consideration of grants.  Cllr.MacDonald suggested that beneficiaries of the maintenance grants should provide a brief explanation of the difference a grant funded from the precept makes to their organisation. 
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        After due consideration this suggestion was rejected and the Committee recommended 
        that the existing processes for grant applications and assessment should continue for 2014 
        grants, but also that the criteria should be reviewed again later this year to consider the 
        processes for 2015.
b. The Committee noted the drawing of the remaining Jubilee Grant to Fairfield Village Hall of £516.00 and the Parish Project payment of £2,440.92.  The clerk having received the qualifying copy invoices from the Village Hall Management Committee.

c. The Committee noted that of the grants to parish bodies agreed in the current financial year £500 remains to be drawn by Belbroughton Tennis Club.  It also noted that commitments under Parish Projects of £800 towards Bell Heath place name signs, £1,735 towards the new footway on Hackmans Gate Lane and the residual £6,709 towards Fairfield Village Hall kitchen improvements remain to be drawn.

103/14  The Green Belbroughton

        The Committee noted that the legal costs incurred over the advice sought concerning negotiations with the owners of the adjacent development site may need to be paid prior the expected re-imbursement by the developer.  It recommended that these costs should be covered initially from the contingency line in the budget. 
104/14   Replacement Bench Fairfield -  installation

      The clerk advised of a contractors quote however, Cllr. Mabbett agreed to investigate other      contractor’s prices to install the new wooden bench.     
105/14  Maintenance work:
Cllr MacDonald requested an update on the overgrowing trees and bushes at Galtons Lane Belbroughton – the clerk advised that the land agents acting in the sale of the field adjacent had been contacted twice requesting they contact the owners and request remedial action is taken.
Cllr. MacDonald requested an update on the installation of the new footway adjacent to the cricket ground.  The clerk advised that 31st March had been proposed by the contractor with a prior site meeting set for 24th March with Richard Clewer.

Cllr. MacDonald had been approached by a resident requesting assistance with costs of maintenance of handrails at the steps from a private footpath onto a public path leading to the school/ recreation ground. The clerk will assess the Parish Councils responsibilities and bring the matter to the next Finance Committee meeting.
Cllr. Green advised that the fence between the Spinney at Fairfield Recreation Ground and the adjacent farm had fallen down.  She and the clerk would visit the site and as appropriate would make contact with the farmer to have the fence repaired.
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106/14  Other Financial Business
Cllr. Scurrell advised that the District Council had decided not to pay the 2014/15 Tax Benefit Support Grant to Parish Councils but instead to place the funds with individual District Councillors. 

Cllr. MacDonald advised that he was in discussions with Richard Clewer to ascertain the costs of improvements to the barrier and entrance where the bridleway joins Hartle Lane Belbroughton. 
Cllr. MacDonald commented on the complaint circulated previously by the clerk from a resident relating to parking in Woodhouse Orchard, Belbroughton alleged to have been caused by users of the Crafterie.  As this business owner is the tenant of the Parish Council the clerk was asked to advise her of the receipt of this complaint.

Cllr Macdonald advised of the receipt of a letter from a governor of Belbroughton Primary School requesting that the Council consider a request for financial assistance towards refurbishment of classrooms.  He asked that the request is considered at the next Council meeting.
The meeting closed at 9.35 pm.
Signed.......................................Chairman
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