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	At the Meeting of Grimley Parish Council held on 
22 August 2016
in The Peace Hall, Sinton Green commencing at 7.30pm

Present:



B R Woodhouse (Chair), D Lewis (Deputy Chair), P Ayers, A Davies, 





B Jones, G Sweeney, E A Taft.  

In Attendance:
Mrs L Stevens – Clerk, 2 Members of the public.


Apologies:
 
  A Marsh, D Stanley (accepted)


	122/16
Declarations of Interest
a.

Register of Interests
There were none. 
b.

To declare any Disclosable Pecuniary Interests in items on the 

agenda and their nature 

There were none.
c.

To declare any Other Disclosable Interests in items on the

agenda and their nature
Members referred to previously agreed Dispensations on file.  
d.

To declare any changes to Register of Gifts & Hospitality 

There were none.
e.

f.

To consider written requests from Councillors for the Council   to grant a Dispensation (S33 of the Localism Act 2011)
There were none.
To note that one Member submission of mandatory Register of Interests is outstanding and must be submitted to MHDC immediately. Duly noted by the Member concerned.
123/16
Minutes of previous meetings – Motion to approve previous minutes.

a.

Full Parish Council, 18 July 2016 
The Clerk reported that she had been experiencing printing problems and was unable to present paper copies of the minutes to Members for signature. These Minutes will therefore be approved at the next meeting on 19th September 2016.
124/16
Public Question Time- Closure of the meeting to allow the public 
present to speak on any matters relating to Grimley Parish. Public


Question Time is not part of the formal meeting: brief notes are hereby appended to 
the Minutes as an aide memoire.
Two members of the public attended and requested clarification of past              Parish Council discussions relating to Monkwood Green. Cllr Woodhouse noted that parishioners have made verbal complaints to the Parish Council relating to suspect illegal dumping of waste and illegal bonfires in Monkwood Green. All reports/complaints to the Parish Council are treated with the same process of consideration and evaluation. The nature of these particular reports meant that they were being followed up with the Environment Agency, Crime Stoppers, WCC and MHDC.
Continued

Clarification was requested as to the method that Cllrs use to communicate with each other in-between parish council meetings and whether a summary of all communications could be made at parish council meetings for the benefit of the public present. The Clerk confirmed that members of the public may attend parish council meetings to listen to discussions and may ask questions during the public question time (or at other times at the discretion of the Chair), but that a verbal summary of all email communication that had taken place since the last parish council meeting was not practical.
Members of the public requested to be kept informed of progress relating to Monkwood Green above, and this will indeed be the case, once any progress/reports are received by the Parish Council.
125/16
Monkwood Green – To receive and discuss updates and formulate Motions not requiring written notice.

a.

b.

i.

ii.
c.

i.

ii.

d.

e.

f.

g.

h.

i.

To receive and approve the minutes of the August Monkwood Green Community Management Liaison Group 02.08.2016.

Members noted the previously mentioned printing problems. A verbal summary was provided and Members had no comments to make.
To approve ongoing plans for sheep grazing on the SSSI anthill site. Including:

Approval for Monkwood Green Community Management (MGCMLG) group to purchase electric fence and associated equipment, up to threshold of £700. Purchase order GPC201614.
Members advised delay in purchase, since negotiations for grazing contract were still underway. Members agreed purchase in principle subject to a signed contract being successfully negotiated.
Approval for MGCMLG to appoint contractor for installing electric fence, up to threshold of £500, should this become necessary and should the group fail to find local expertise willing to assist. Purchase order GPC201628 if this is required.

Members debated and declined this expenditure on the basis that Monkwood Green volunteers and Parish Cllrs themselves have the required expertise to do this.

To receive comments and amendments on the draft grazing contract:
Approval for Monkwood Green Community Management group to negotiate and proceed with grazing contract for one off (max 6 months) grazing of sheep on the SSSI, anthill site, subject to amendments previously discussed.

Members had no comment to make. The Clerk noted that Mr Amos still wished to make some amendments and that these would be received in due course.

Approval for Clerk to send grazing contract to SME Solicitors for professional opinion, prior to appointment of contractor and, for the Parish Council to accept any fees arising from this. Purchase order GPC201629 if this is required.

Duly approved without dissent or abstention.
To approve acceptance of tender from Mr Mike Johnson for mowing grass. Purchase order GPC201626. i) To mow, turn x 3 and “row in” ready to bale = £940. ii) Baling (high density 80cm x 88cm x 2m) = £3.50 per bale.
Duly approved without dissent or abstention.
To receive suggestions for options for removal of baled grass from Monkwood Green Common and SSSI, once the above mowing has taken place.

Members suggested approaching a number of local residents.
To approve acceptance of tender from Mr Mike Johnson for scrub clearance. Purchase order GPC201627. (£140)

Duly approved without dissent or abstention.
To note that the MGCMLG intend to invite Duckworth Trust to conduct further scrub, ditch and pool clearance in autumn. To receive general Member approval for these negotiations to proceed. Purchase order GPC201631 when this is required. NB. Members will be further consulted on costs later in the year prior to any expenditure.
Duly noted and approved without dissent or abstention.
To note that Duckworth Trust have provided equipment and expertise to allow strimming of the anthills, SSSI site, in order to prepare the ground for sheep grazing (strimming work scheduled for 16.08.16). To note (and approve) that this involved 1 days labour, training of volunteers and equipment hire from Duckworth Trust for nominal fee (less than £100) (invoice yet to be received) and required purchase of a first aid kit as part of the hire agreement with the Trust. Purchase order GPC201630. NB. To further note that this activity was covered by current Parish Council insurance.
Duly noted and approved without dissent or abstention, with the proviso that the invoice not exceed £100 (including VAT).
To discuss and motion to approve increasing Duckworth Trust donation from £300 (previously approved 23rd May 2016 Minute 83/16a, in order to assist this voluntary organisation with replacing stolen equipment) to £330 plus VAT, to cover costs of a generator. Purchase order GPC201632.
Duly approved without dissent or abstention.
126/16 
Lengthsman - To receive and discuss updates and formulate Motions not requiring written notice.

a.

b

c.
Motion to receive and approve future items of work.

There was nothing to report.

To note that the Lengthsman has been instructed to deal with weeds and nettles in Grimley village from the noticeboard onwards.

Duly noted and approved, with the request that Mr Skeys be asked to cut the weeds and verge back to a greater depth in order to ensure that this area stays tidier for longer.

To note that Members have previously approved via email for the emergency removal of a fallen tree on Sinton Green common, for work up to a threshold max of £100. Purchase order GPC201625.
Duly noted and approved, though Members noted that they were unable to confirm the state (rottenness) of the tree prior to removal.
127/16     General Finance.

a.
To consider and motion to approve the payment of outstanding accounts.

Members approved the payments of accounts as in the presented schedule.
b.

To receive and motion to accept the Bank Reconciliation.

Members noted the previously mentioned printing problems and agreed to inspect the bank reconciliations at the next meeting.
c.

To note that Lloyds Bank have assisted the Parish Council with switching to facilities better suited to the Parish Council needs, including online banking (viewing service only). To note that the Clerk remains a non-signatory.

Duly noted with satisfaction. Members expressed their concern at the severe length of time that it has taken Lloyds Bank to provide this assistance (well over a year).
d. 
Signatures on banking paperwork: Account signatory application form for online banking.

Duly signed.
128/16

Items for future agenda.  Cllrs may use this opportunity to report minor matters of information not included elsewhere on the agenda and to raise items for future agendas.

a.
Members requested that the Clerk contact WCC Highways with regard to the state of the ditches and verge in Monkwood Green (specifically along the main roads), with the request of clarification as to whether these form part of their (WCC Highways) annual care and maintenance.
 129/16    Date of next scheduled meeting.

Monday 19th September 2016, 7.30pm at the Peace Hall, Sinton Green.



The press and public are cordially invited to attend this meeting.




Cllrs Woodhouse and Taft provided their apologies for this meeting in advance. The Chair for this meeting will therefore be Cllr Lewis.

130/16      Confidential 
In view of the confidential nature of the business the public were excluded pursuant to the Public Bodies (Admission to Meetings) Act 1960.
Staffing Committee Meeting 

NB. Item 131/16 contains confidential summary of discussion.

Appendix 1: Items for payment. 


	


	Information 

Commissioner
	Data Protection Annual Renewal
	35.00
	VAT nil

	A.N.Powell

Electrical
	Emergency electrical work and lighting, 

Peace Hall. Invoice: 3761
	£578.90
	VAT 

£96.48 

included

	Arthur Amos

Landscape Architect.
	Purchase of digital tile for Sinton Green. 

Invoice number: 174.


	£73.34
	VAT included 

£10.14

	Lisa Stevens
	Clerk wages [July] (£336.86) 

1 month expenses (£209.28)
	£546.14
	VAT nil


Chair     ...........................
(19th September 2016)
	131/16
	Confidential 
In view of the confidential nature of the business the public were excluded pursuant to the Public Bodies (Admission to Meetings) Act 1960.
Staffing Committee Meeting – 22nd August 2016, 8.30pm.
Present: Cllr Bryan Jones & Cllr Anne Taft
Cllr David Stanley provided his apologies. 

Cllr Stanley emailed his approbation of the intended amendments to the Clerk’s contract and of the annual increment to the Clerk’s salary, in advance of this meeting.
a.  Annual Review of Parish Clerk – general discussion.

Members had no comments to make.

b. To discuss and approve amendment to Clerks contract:
· in relation to payment for additional working hours for Monkwood Green Community Management group, but more generally worded in contract. Wording provided by CALC. [See red text amendments para 14, page 8]. 
[NB hourly payment for Monkwood Management group work, in addition to normal working hours, agreed at meeting 26th April minute ref 74/16]

All amendments to the contract were approved and duly signed. Members noted that overtime should be paid at the Clerk’s normal hourly working rate.
c.   To approve annual increment for Clerk’s salary. Currently salary point 22. 
· Recommended increase to salary point 23, backdated from 1st April 2016, as per current contract.

· NB. Current monthly payment is (£10.5268 per hour) £336.86 per month on 2015/16 pay-scale, salary point 22.

· Future monthly payment would be (£10.94 per hour) £350.08 per month, and back dated to 1sr April 2016. This is as per the 2016/17 pay-scales for Clerks.

Duly approved without comment.
Close of meeting




Chair     ...........................
(19th September 2016)

